30 CCT 2002
Siti Hasmah-Digital
Dl G TAL CD ON BM GRAMVAR LAUNCHED

KUALA LUWMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- The Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka (DBP) in
col l aboration with the Miultimedi a Uni versity of Mal aysia (MW) today
| aunched a digital conpact disc (CD) on Bahasa Mal aysia granmar to
facilitate easy | earning of the national |anguage.

MWJ Chancel lor Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali said the use of the
CD woul d hel p teachers in the teaching of the | anguage i n cl assroons using
mul ti medi a appar at us.

"I'n this way, not only the know edge i n Bahasa Mal aysi a can be spread
but al so skills on using nmultinmedia equi prent can be enhanced. | hope
i ndi vidual s, schools and tertiary learning institutions can use them" she
sai d when | aunchi ng the CD.

Dr Siti Hasmah, who is also the wife of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, said the col | aboration bet ween DBP and MMJ woul d boost
t he use of technol ogy and mul ti medi a sof t ware anong students in acquiring
t he know edge i n Bahasa Mal aysia, Malay Literature and culture.

"The CD can al so narrowthe digital divide between students in urban
and rural areas and enable themto easily understand t he granmar of the
| anguage, " she sai d.

The user-friendly CD has 17 grammar nodul es on i nformation and
i nteractive devel oped by an ei ght-menber panel conprising | anguage and
pedagogy experts.

DBP Director-General Datuk A. Aziz Deraman said the CD contained bri ef
i nformation, not too theoretical and nore activity oriented.

"l believe the first product published in Malaysiawithits contents,
presentation and style suiting the teaching criteriawhichrequire reading
and reference t o Bahasa Mal aysiain the el ectronic and nmultinmedia forns, "
he said.

I n devel oping the software, Aziz said, DBP was involved in preparing
the materials till the story board while MVJ was t he consul tant and manager
of the mul timedi a devel opment besi des providi ng the apparatus and
t echnol ogy know how.

For a start, MVMJ and DBP have set a target of nmore than 2,000 users to
use the product costing RVM50 and to market it in Russia, Europe and Chi na.
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