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DI G TAL DI VI DE CAN HAMPER DEMOCRATI C PROCESS, SAYS ONGKI LI

KOTA KI NABALU, Sept 12 (Bernama) -- A Mal aysian del egate today told the
48t h Commonweal t h Par | i ament ary Associ ati on (CPA) conference i n Nami bi a
that the digital divide can have enormous political inplications onthe
denocratic process in devel opi ng countries if no concrete and pronpt steps
are taken to address the probl em

Dr Maxi mus Ongkil i, addressing a workshop on "The Digital Divide and
the Threat of Cyber-Terrorisni at the eight-day conference, said the
long-termeffects of digital divide on society were not sinply economc in
nature but al so political sinceinformation and conmuni cati on technol ogy
(I CT) was increasingly affecting political decision naking and politica
process in many countries.

"I'n many devel oped countries today, |egislators are increasingly using
I CT to conmmuni cate, dissenminate information, and interact with their
el ectorate through the use of e-mail, video conferencing, nessagi ng system
digital imaging, and e-learning," he said.

Extracts of Ongkili's address were nmade avail able to the Bernana office
in Kota Kinabalu via e-nuil.

Ongkili said: "Legislators and el ectorate that fail to use ICT for
political engagement will sooner or | ater be severely di sadvant aged,

t her eby hi ndering the participation of the masses in the political and
denocratic processes.”

The 48t h CPA Conference attended by sone 400 | egi sl ators and
parlianmentary officers fromover 50 Conmonweal th countries is being held in
t he Nam bi an capital of W ndhoek. It ends on Saturday.

The conf erence was decl ared open by the Prine M nister of Nami bia,
Theo-Ben Gurirab, last Sunday in a cerenmony filledwith glittering cultural
performances by Nami bi an i ndi genous groups.

Ongkili, who i s Bandau Menber of Parlianment, said devel opi ng countries
could | earn fromthe experi ences of Mal aysia in addressing the digital
di vi de probl em

"I'n Mal aysi a the nati onal governnent recognises fully that digita
divide is a serious inpedi nent to devel opnent and unl ess appropriate
actions are taken to mtigate it, many groups will fail to share the
benefits derived fromthe use of ICT.

"For this reason the Ml aysi an governnent, guided by its National IT
agenda (NI TA), has been proactive in fornulating strategi es and acti on
pl ans to bridge the divide by focusing on specific vul nerabl e groups in the
country.

"The identified target groups are the indi genous peopl e of Sabah and
Sar awak, urban and rural poor, wonen and youth, and the aged and
di sadvant aged, " he sai d.

Ongkili, who is sole Sabah representative in Malaysia's National |IT
Counci | chaired by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, added
that digital divide existed between the devel oped and devel opi ng countri es
as wel | as between urban and rural sectors in a given devel opi ng country.

He stressed that effective digital divide redressal programres woul d
necessarily include provision of basic ICT infostructure to ensure
connectivity and expansion of |IT education including the teaching of
English in order for ordinary people to access the i nformation
super hi ghway.
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