15/ 11/ 2002

Protest plan by Pas Youth over funding for schools

ALOR STAR, Thurs. - Pas Youth has threatened to hold a protest gathering
here tonorrow eveni ng unl ess the Governnent resunmes funding for al
privately-run People's Religious Schools (Sekol ah Agama Rakyat).

The nmovenent's chief, Mahfuz Orar, said: "If the schools do not get it
by tonorrow, they will not be able to pay the teachers' salaries and
general nmaintenance for next year. Right now they are in a quandary
whet her to open or close for next year

"Some may have to raise the fees, which is currently RMLO0 a year, or
| et go sonme of the teachers.”

He said this at a Press conference at the party headquarters today.

"This may affect the enrolment as parents may not be able to afford the
new fees and decide to send their children to governnent schools.”

Eventual ly, he said, the future of these schools would be affected and
some mght cl ose permanently.

In Kedah, he said there were 43 schools with 25,000 pupils which had
registered with the Religious Departnent and expected to get some RMR. 1
mllion fromthe Governnent.

Last year, the Government gave RV2.6 mllion to 45 school s.

"They shoul d have got the noney earlier this year but with the del ay,
they were forced to find noney on their own. Some schools nmanaged to
survive as they derive incone fromtheir wakaf |and while others depend on
donations."

He said the gathering would be held at the party's Miasasah Darul U um
after the tarawi h (non-obligatory prayers perforned during the fasting
nont h) .

On Cct 22, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad announced the
nmove, claimng the schools have been m sused to teach children politics
i nstead of religion.

He said the funding would only be resuned after the Government coul d
di stingui sh the genuine schools fromthose used for political purposes.



	Protest plan by Pas Youth over funding for schools (NST 15/11/2002)

