31 MAR 2002

DI SABLED COUPLE RENEW MARRI AGE VOWS ON HOT Al R BALLOON (Wt h pix)

PETALI NG JAYA, March 31 (Bernama) -- Ng Peng Wi, 38, and his wife Sia
Si ew Chi n, 36, today carved their nanmes in the Mal aysi a Book of Records when
they becane the first disabled couple to renew narriage vows on a hot air
bal | oon suspended 18 netres in the air.

The nenor abl e event, held at the Grace Conmunity Centre here, was
wi t nessed by Presi dent of Mal aysi an Ai ds Council, Datin Paduka Mari na
Mahat hi r.

Ng, popul ar for his wire handicrafts and his wife, a pastor, both
wheel chai r-bound and proud parents of a three-year-old daughter, were
cel ebrating their eighth weddi ng anni versary.

The Mal aysi a Book O Records' Managi ng Di rector Danny OQoi presented a
certificate to the el ated couple.

Speaking to reporters |ater, Sia saidthe event was neani ngful as
Christians believed the ei ghth anni versary marks a new beginning in a
marriage life.

"Seven is the perfect nunmber in the Bible while eight is a new
begi nni ng. W hope after renewi ng our marri age vows we can start a new
life," she said.
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