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Di scovering Malaysia's Mss Right

Rehman Rashi d

TI ME passes, which is really rather decent of it. It was nmuch for the
best, for instance, that each of the 20 wonen standing in front of me in
swinsuits that afternoon was young enough to be ny daughter

| believe this was the only appropriate male mndset to bring to the
judgi ng panel for Mss Ml aysia/Wrld 2002. (Al though I nust not presune
to speak for Alan Limof DDB Public Relations, franchisor representative
and the only other bl oke on the panel.)

Alan and | left it to our three wonen col |l eagues - Rosie Hong of Rapp
Col lins marketing, fashion designer Tom Abang Saufi and forner M ss
Mal aysi a Betty Anne Brohier-Nield - to bitch about the swi nsuits. (Which
were, reportedly, unflattering to a woman's eye.)

Dads of Mal aysi a, although |I have never joined your brave fraternity, |
presuned this time to sit there on your behal f. Your girls have done you
proud, Sires. | wish particularly to nmention Serene Choong Choy Yean of
Johor, who was the only contestant to cry at her prejudging interview.

Serene is second of four siblings. One of her brothers is deafnmute,
anot her autistic. Wien we asked her, innocuously enough, to reflect on her
own beauty, she started tal king about them "I don't know why |'m normal,"
she said, and burst into tears.

W were there to select the singular young woman who woul d best
represent Mal aysia at the Mss Wrld pageant to be held in Abuja, N geria
i n Novenber, fromanong the top 20 of the 300 or so pretty girls
nati onwi de who had presented thensel ves for consideration at State-|evel
contests this past year.

Now, it mght be possible to design a nythical uber-Mss Ml aysia in the
i magi nati on. Sone hypot hetical vision containing all our genetics would be
undoubt edl y gorgeous, and if she spoke all our |anguages she would w n
everything in the world.

Ser ene Choong, whose nother is Indian and father Chinese, knows Ml ay,
Engl i sh, Mandarin, Cantonese, Hokkien, the sign-language she uses to speak

with her brother, and Tami |, in which she once fluently adnoni shed a
mut t al payyan Eveteaser. W adored Serene, but she didn't nake the fina
ei ght.

Let's face it, beauty is a business. Mss Ml aysia/Wrld has made RVb
mllion for local charities since 1986, under its present franchise
hol der. (This year, the beneficiary is the National Autism Society of
Mal aysi a, so Serene's hel ped her brother anyway.) As M ss Sel angor Dennapa
Ung Seet Yeeng matter-of-factly said on the "purpose"” of beauty: "Beauty
can sell things."

Denappa did make the final eight; indeed, the final four. But she didn't
energe as third runner-up for that comment, nor for stating that the
person she would nost like to be is Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad. She
did well because she had an aggressive, confident personality to go with
her stunni ng Thai - Chi nese geneti cs.

She didn't do better because, as far as this judge was concerned, she
shoul dn't have told us her dreamin life was to emgrate

M ss Mal aysia rarely has a chance to win the Mss Wrld crown. (Not even
by seeking asylum) Qur country is literally divided over the pageant,
whi ch of fends many - not all of them Malays or Muslins. Perlis, Kelantan
and Terengganu forbid beauty contests.

The pageant has therefore curtsied away fromthe spotlight over the



years. The last Ml ay contestant entered in 1996, and didn't distinguish
herself. And since the tawdry "M ss Petite" scandal the follow ng year, in
whi ch three Mal ay contestants ended up arrested, handcuffed and prosecuted
for | ewdness, beauty contests have retreated strictly to the non- Ml ay
sectors of our society.

But Mss Malaysia/Wrld is still the doyenne of themall, held
uninterrupted since 1961 and still unearthing beauties such as this year's
M ss Johor, Panel a Ramachandran, and M ss Sarawak, May M ku of Bintulu - a
celestially lovely Kayan princess in blood and bone.

Sonme | anent that not having Ml ay invol venent hal ves the national beauty
resource. It is an acceptable sacrifice, in ny judicious opinion
(Besi des, we have Puteri Umo.)

Al though M ss Malaysia is no longer able to reflect the totality of her
country in herself, she nmust nonethel ess be the sort of young wonan any
and all Mal aysi ans woul d be pl eased to see representing us
i nternationally.

At the Mss Wrld finals, Mss Mil aysia will not be anong those nost
eagerly sought by the world's canmeras. She will find this a relief in sone
ways, but she will also find nuch nore scope in being naturally
gregarious, personable and articulate. (And nowhere nore so than in Abuja,
Ni geria, this year.)

The judges' relief was pal pable, then, when it energed that the top
t hree wonen we had chosen would all have done us equally proud in that
respect.

Second runner-up M chelle Hon Lai Kuen, 22, of Kuala Lunpur was,
nor eover, dinple-snmled and fawn-graceful

First runner-up Audrey Chong, 18, our proudly Sino-Kadazan M ss Sabah
was al so prettily dinpled, but hers cane frombeing bitten in the face by
a dog at the age of three. And still she grew up with the kind of | ooks
t hat make people forget to breathe for seconds at a tine.

Audrey was ny personal favourite, admittedly because she wanted to be a
journalist, which neant of course that she was the smartest of the |lot and
the crowd favourite too

But, as nmy fellow judge Betty Brohier murnured after we'd handed in our
scoresheets and were free to share our thoughts: "She's only 18. G ve her
a year or two."

So this year's Mss Ml aysia, by a split decision but w thout doubt (and
as |'d predicted to the guys in the car pool) is Mss Penang, Mabel Ng
Chin Mei

At 24, WNMabel's the managi ng director of three conpanies enploying a
total of 70 people in skills training, cosnmetics, and beverage
di stribution, whose "greatest satisfaction" cones "when you're able to
manage everything, create a good systemand retain staff".

And she | ooks |ike a swan-necked angel

Mabel w ns RM20O, 000 and a cornucopia of stuff. It's |less than sone

previ ous M ss Ml aysi as received, but still a fair statement of what's
expected of her in the year ahead. It won't be an entirely pretty story,
and she may end up, like last year's Mss Ml aysia Sasha Tan, indisposed

to be present to crown her successor. (Which honour fell to Datin Seri Ena
Li ng instead.)

VWhen our beauty queens succeed, however, they tend to do so with style.
M ss Ml aysi as Li na Teoh, Mchelle Yeoh, Arianna Teoh, Samantha Schubert,
Erra Fazira, Nancie Foo and Yasmin Yusuff all did well with their "reigns"
and thereafter.

And it was ny privilege and pleasure to have shared the evening with
M ss Mal aysia Betty Anne Brohier, who's living proof that we'll only know
Mabel Ng is a true beauty when she's a worki ng wonman pushing 40 with a



husband and a kid, and still the prettiest girl in town.
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