22/ 01/ 2002
Di scussions with Singapore stalled due to water issue

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Discussions between Ml aysia and Singapore on a broad
range of issues have stalled since both countries failed to agree on the
sale of water to Singapore.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said today Mal aysi an and Si ngapor ean
officials had made little progress in resolving the issues.

"Yes, | nmust admt that we have not made nuch progress,” the Prine
M nister said at a Press conference after opening Puteri Umo's comunity
centre at Taman Sri Manja, off Jalan Kl ang Lama

He was asked about the progress made by officials tasked to fine-tune
details of an agreenent reached | ast Septenber to resolve several issues.

Mal aysi a, he said, was hopeful the final agreenent could be signed as
soon as possible as any delay woul d not benefit the country which was
selling water to Singapore at a |ow price.

On when the final agreement woul d be signed, Dr Mihathir said Singapore
woul d not settle for anything el se before the price of water was
det er m ned.

"We are asking for a very reasonable price ... we (now charge only
three sen per 1,000 gallons. Meanwhile, they are selling to ships 1,000
gallons of treated water at S$20 (RW42). You can see the nmargin."

Asked whet her Singapore's refusal to back down fromits stand had caused
the delay, Dr Mahathir said: "According to the (Septenber) agreement, we
must agree on the new price, and we have not agreed on the new price."

On whet her the discussions had reached a deadl ock, he said: "Not yet, we
are still going to discuss.”

To a suggestion that the officials should not be facing problens as
| eaders of both countries had come to an agreenent, Dr Mahathir said he
believed in adopting a give-and-take attitude.

"I agree an agreenent has been reached at the political |evel but we
have to stick to certain terns so that we don't |ose out. Ml aysia has
been selling water at three sen since the 60s and buying treated water at
50 sen.

"They sell treated water to us and the noney obtained is used to pay for
the raw water. Practically, they get the raw water free."

Dr Mahathir ruled out the possibility of himneeting Singapore Senior
M ni ster Lee Kuan Yew again to discuss the matter. "No, that stage is
over. It is nowfor the officials to decide.”

The agreenent between Ml aysi a and Si ngapore was reached during
bil ateral discussions jointly chaired by Dr Mahathir and Lee

The two countries agreed that officials fromboth sides would work out
the details of a final agreement which would be signed by the Prine
M ni sters of both countries.

The outstanding i ssues are the sale of water to Singapore, the points of
agreenment for the devel opnent of railway | and owned by KTM Bhd and t he
status of the Mal aysian Custons, Imrigration and Quarantine facility at
the KTMB station in Tanjong Pagar.

Two ot her issues concern the use of Ml aysian air space by the Singapore
Air Force and withdrawal s from Singapore's Central Provident Fund by
wor kers from Peni nsul ar Ml aysi a.

Both sides also agreed to a proposal by Mal aysia to construct a new
bridge linking the two countries and denolish the Causeway after the
conpl etion of the bridge in 2007.



No tinme frame was given for the signing of the final agreement.

On another matter, Dr Mahathir said there mght be a new | aw or
anendnment to stop kindergartens from spreading the culture of hatred
agai nst the Government.

He said the Governnent discovered that many ki ndergartens had devi at ed
fromtheir religious objectives. These kindergartens have been found to
teach their charges to hate certain people and the Governnent.

On the nunber of kindergartens doing that, he said the practice was
qui te wi despread.

"The young children are bei ng poi soned by these people."

In Paki stan, Dr Mahathir said the Government had cl osed down many
madr asah because they were being used to teach people to topple the
Gover nnent .

On why the local errant kindergartens were not closed, Dr Mahathir said
the authorities had to ascertain if offences had been comm tted.

He said it was difficult to nonitor these centres.

On whet her Pas woul d be stopped fromsetting up madrasah, he said: "If
we di scover they are teaching sonething else other than religion, teaching
t he people how to break the | aw as had happened in Pakistan, we will have
to consider whether to allow themto do so."

On the Puteri Umo community centre, it ainms to provide nore educati onal
resources for children fromlowincone famlies.

Under this pilot project, English and Jawi tuition classes have been set
up.
The New Straits Tinmes will provide "Newspaper in Education"” classes once
a week for three nonths to pupils from Standard One to Standard Three.

Puteri Umo has plans to establish 165 such centres nationw de.
ram ans@st p. com ny
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