25 AUG 2002

DI SCUSSI ONS ON ENGLI SH | SSUE HELD BEHI ND CLOSED DOORS, SAYS LI NG

KOTA TINGE , Aug 25 (Bernama) -- The MCA' s di scussions on the plan to
use English to teach Mathemati cs and Sci ence in school s are hel d behi nd
cl osed doors to avoi d any m sunderstandi ng, party president Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik said today.

The i ssue shoul d not be turned into an enotional one or politicised, he
told reporters after attending a meeting with Wanita MCA | eaders here.

"It's best that is the issue is not discussed openly," he said. "All
this nmust be out of the glare of the press.”

Dr Ling said MCA nenbers nust play their role by giving the right
expl anation to the people on the issue.

Earlier today, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said the government woul d
go ahead with its decision to use English to teach the two subjects in
school s begi nni ng next year as planned if there was no i npl enentati on
pr obl em

The prine mnister added, however, that the government still wel coned
public views on the natter.
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