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Japan- Mahat hi r
DR MMHATHIR S VISIT TO TOKYO MUCH AWAI TED BY JAPANESE

By: Harlina Samson

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 9 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad's visit
to Tokyo, begi nning Wednesday, is nuch awaited by the Japanese and a tight
schedul e has been drawn up for the prine mnister.

Japan' s anbassador to Ml aysia, Masaki Konishi, said that during the
two-day official visit, Dr Mahathir was expected to deliver two keynote
addresses, one at a seminar to commenorate the 20th anni versary of the Look
East Policy and the other, at a synposiumon I|slam

This will be the prime mnister's second visit to Japan this year, the
first being in Muy.

"Many Japanese highly appreciate Dr Mahathir's w sdom experience and
| eadership. He is an outstandi ng Asi an statenman who has nade a significant
contribution to the strengtheni ng of Japan-Mal aysi a rel ations," Koni sh
told Bernama in an interview here today.

He said the Japanese were eager to listen to Dr Mahathir's views on how
Mal aysi a and Japan coul d enhance ties as Asi a undergoes great changes and
faces new chal | enges.

During the visit, the prine mnister is also scheduled to have an
audi ence with Enperor Akihito and attend neetings with his Japanese
counterpart, Junichiro Koizum, and the finance, economc, trade and
i ndustry mnisters. A neeting with Japanese busi nessnmen and corporate
| eaders is al so sl ated.

Koni shi said that for the first tinme, a synposiumentitled "Islam
Fostering Peace" would be held at the United Nations University and Dr
Mahat hir would be the first speaker to deliver a keynote address.

"It is going to be a very inportant address within the framework of the
United Nations University. It is the first of its kind and | think the
Japanese shoul d nake the nost of such an oportunity to enhance their
under standi ng of the Islanmic world," he said.

Koni shi, who began his anbassadorial duties here in January, is
optim stic that Mal aysia can play a vital role to pronote better
under standi ng of Islamand be the first contact for the Japanese with the
I slam c worl d.

"To many Japanese, Malaysia is the first gateway to the Islamc world
and perhaps the cl osest country, |ooking at the geographical point of view,
where they can have the first contact with the Islamc world," he said.

On bilateral relations, Konishi said the ties could be expanded and
strengt hened not only at the bilateral |level but in international fora too.

"Japan and Mal aysi a have been enjoyi ng an excellent bil ateral
relati onship. W have a very good contact and our econonic interdependence
is growing. Qur relations are not only confined to political and economc
areas but also extend to culture and educati on and we' ve deci ded to enhance
and strengthen the bilateral rel ationship," he said.

Crediting the Look East Policy, which Ml aysia has adopted since the
early 1980s, as a significant contributor to devel oping the strong bond, he
sai d that various programmes had been planned for the Japan- Asean Exchange
Year in June next year to pronpte peopl e-to-people contact.

Di sm ssing the notion that Japanese tourists are afraid to cone to
Mal aysi a because of its Islanic i mage, Konishi said that both governnents
had agreed to actively pronmote the tourismindustry of the two countries.

Japan al so proposed to forge a cl oser and nore conprehensive econom ¢
partnership with Malaysia not only in trade and i nvestnent but also in



areas such as education, science, technology and transportation, he said.
Bil ateral trade between the two countries |ast year stood at RvB8.5
billion and Japan is Malaysia's second nost inportant trading partner,
accounting for 17 per cent of Ml aysian's global trade.
Last year, 17.2 per cent of Malaysia's inports cane fromJapan and 13.3
per cent of its exports went to Japan. Japan al so renni ned the second
| argest foreign investor in Malaysia, after the United States, with

approximately RVb billion in investnents.
Koni shi said that the Ml aysi an econony was in excellent form backed
by firmfundamental s, and all indicators showed that it was grow ng

Mal aysia attained a 5.6 per cent growh for the third quarter of this
year and expects this year's growth to be nore than four per cent.

On the Look East Policy, he said the policy had not only nade the
Japanese work et hics and managenent styl e accessible to Mal aysia but had
al so enabl ed Mal aysi ans and Japanese to understand each ot her better.

He noted that an Alumi of Look East Policy Society (ALEPS) had been
forned to pronpote cultural understandi ng anong its nenbers.

"At the noment, about 6,300 students and trai nees have acquired not
only technol ogi es but al so Japanese work ethics and its way of nmanagenent
and marketing. They have cone back to Mal aysia and nmade a significant
contribution to the Ml aysi an econony.

"During their stay in Japan, they cane in contact with nany Japanese
peopl e and hel ped the Japanese to have a better understandi ng of your
country," he said.

Sayi ng that Japan was committed to supporting the policy, he suggested
a few changes to nmake the policy nore effective in responding to the
changi ng needs.

Anmong his suggestions were that Ml aysia produce its own Japanese
| anguage teachers with the help of its Japanese counterparts, shift the
enphasis of the university's first-degree courses to post-graduate | evel
and shorten the period of study in Japan by introducing a tw nning
progranme to cut cost.

Asked on Dr Mahathir's proposal that Japan set up a university in the
region to offer vocational and technical training, Konishi said that so
far, three rounds of consultations had been held by the Ml aysi an and
Japanese governnments, with the [ ast being i n Novenber

"I was nade to understand that the university is going to be a ful
public university, to be establish according to the Ml aysi an | aw. Ml aysi a
is ready to offer land and building while Japan is to provide the equi pnent
and academi c staff.

"This concept of technical university is taking concrete shape and with
the consul tations, both sides have cone to an agreenment that feasibility
studi es woul d be conducted to address issues such as the finance of this
uni versity, discipline and curriculumof the university in January next
year," he added.

The proposal to set up the university was made during a neeting between
Asean | eaders with the Japanese Prine Mnister at the Asean Sumit in
Bandar Seri Begawan in Novenber | ast year.

Koni shi said the university would be the first of its kind to be
est abl i shed outside Japan and the Ml aysi an si de had expressed their w sh
that the university start operation in Septenber next year.
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