09 JUL 2002
Char ok Kudong
DR MAHATHI R, A NAME REMEMBERED ALWAYS | N CHAROK KUDONG

PENDANG, July 9 (Bernamm) -- Kanpung Charok Kudong | ocated about 15km
fromhere may be quite unique in name but it has never been sidelined from
t he mai nstream devel opnent.

The village which is about a century old has all the main facilities
i ncluding a school, nosque, public hall, clinic besides elektricity and
wat er supply.

A streamends inside the village and so the villagers naned their
village after the streambut today its nane is al so synonynous with that of
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohaned.

This is because the Prine Mnister was once the Charok Kudong Umo
branch nenmber when the village was under the Kota Setar Parliament
constituency.

The fornmer chief of Charok Kudong Umo branch, Haji Hassan Ahmad, 70,
said Dr Mahathir is dearly |loved by the villagers because he was a
good- manner ed nedi cal officer.

However, sonme of the villagers are influenced by the |slamc inmage
brought about by PAS. This divides the villagers with sone hating Umo,
whi ch had established itself much earlier in the village.

Hassan, who is an Unmo activist, said he was happy to see devel opnent
taki ng shape in the village even though it was denied by political
opponents.

"I amone of the original villagers here. | saw devel opnent taking
shape since the time of Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al Haj (first Prine
M ni ster of Malaysia)," he said when nmet by Bernana in Charok Kudong.

Among the initial devel opnent in the village, with a popul ati on of
1,000, was the construction of the Sekol ah Kebangsaan Charok Kudong, whose
foundati on stone was laid by the | ate Tunku about 40 years ago, he said.

This is because the villagers were of the view that no governnent
| eaders woul d come to their village to bring devel opnent.

But the governnment had al ways kept its prom ses, said Hassan who served
in the homeguard during the Emergency period and had seen what differences
inpolitics did to the vill age.

"Now, the villagers are com ng back together again but if the
opposition | eaders cone here again, it will start all over again," he said.

The village's Wanita Umo chief Hatiah Ahnmad said majority of the wonen
fol ks supported the Barisan Nasional (BN) but a fewwere carried away with
t he narrow m ndedness pronoted by the opposition.

Nevert hel ess, she strongly believed that there was strong support for
the BN in the village.

Hati ah said the village had seen trenendous devel opnment and the people
shoul d be thankf ul

Meanwhi | e, several villagers said Datuk Ohman Abdul is a suitable
candi date for the Pendang seat.

Ahmad Hanezah, 54, said O hman is generous and hunbl e, and thus |oved by
the villagers.

Zal eha Lah, 61, was confident that & hman would wi n since he was
friendly to all, irrespective of their political ideology.
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