13 JAN 2002
Mahat hi r - Racer s
DR MAHATHI R G VES WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO NATI ONAL GO KART RACERS

LANGKAW , Jan 13 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad found tinme
during his tour of devel opnent projects here today to gi ve words of
encouragenment to the national racers taking part in the Wrld Final Rotax
Go- Kart Chanpi onship at the Morac kart circuit here on Jan 25 and 26.

During his visit to the circuit which is undergoi ng expansion, the
prime mnister spent several m nutes speaking to Ferhan Fauzy, Raja Raznman
Raja ldris, Martin Druhan and Rodney Magness.

He is scheduled to flag off the race.

Atotal of 78 racers from31l countries have booked tickets to the
qual i fying round which will be followed by the final. O the total, 40
racers will take part in the grand final of the chanpionship jointly
organi sed by Mof az Mot orsport, the Langkawi Devel opnent Authority (Lada)
and Langkawi Mbtorsport.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir was given a briefing by Mofaz G oup chai rman
Mohamad Fauzy Abdul Hamid on the RMB nmillion project to extend the circuit
from990mto 1, 230mand to buil d anot her grandst and whi ch can acconmpdat e
600 spectat ors.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali,
later visited the crocodile farmin Datai Bay before i nspecting the project
to add anot her 100 roons and spa facilities to the Berjaya Langkawi Beach
and Spa Resort in Burau Bay.

He al so i nspected the progress of the cabl e car project in Burau Bay.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir, who is on the second day of
his visit to inspect devel opment projects on the island, said he was
satisfied with the progress of the various projects, especially the cable
car project which he said would attract nore tourists to the resort island
because of the fantastic viewfromthe top of Gunung Machi nchang.

The RMA5 million project is 70 per conpleted. It is joint venture
bet ween Doppl e- Mayer of Austria and a | ocal conpany.

Schedul ed to begin operation in April next year, it links the Oiental
Vill age i ntegrated shoppi ng conpl ex to the 700mhi gh Gunung Machi nchang.

Dr Mahathir returned to Kual a Lunmpur this afternoon.
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