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Mahat hi r - Pal esti ne
DR MAHATHI R SADDENED OVER CANCELLATI ON OF UN M SSI ON TO JENI N

KUALA LUMPUR, May 3 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, said today he was saddened by the United Nations decision
to cancel a fact finding mssion to the Jenin refugee canp.

" | am saddened over the withdrawal of the UN as announced by
(Secretary-General) Kofi Annan,"” he told a nedia conference after opening a
sem nar on I CT culture here

The one-day seninar titled "Chall enges of the K-Econony: The Rol e of
Young Generation in Myving Towards | CT Culture" was organi sed by Umo
Youth. It was attended by nore than 800 peopl e including university
students and young entrepreneurs.

Annan yest erday announced that he was di sbanding the mission after
Israel refused to allow the teamto cone in.

Dr Mahathir said " If one country like Israel can defy the whole world
then what is the use of the UN."

Asked whether the freeing of Pal estine President Yasser Arafat by
| srael after 150 days of captivity was a satisfactory nove, Dr Mahathir
said Mal aysia's stance was that there shoul d be a UN presence in Pal estine.

Apart fromthat Ml aysia hoped Pal estini ans woul d not be harassed and
those previously living in Israel could return to their homes, he said.

When | srael was founded in 1948, sonme 750, 000 Pal esti ni ans were
expelled fromtheir | and and becane refugees in Arab countries.

Dr Mahathir said action should also be taken to denolish the illegally
constructed settlenments in areas under Pal estinian control and the people
fromthese settlenents should return to Israel

On action that coul d be taken against Israel under the UN Charter, the
Prime Mnister said | egal action could be taken if there was enforcenent
t hrough the strength of countries which supported the UN

"If the strongest country which supported the UN does not want to take
action, indirectly Israel has power over that country,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant for Islanmic countries to arrive at a
consensus to resolve the Pal estine-Israel conflict.

"As long as they are disunited they cannot use the strength which they
have to counter Israel's arrogance," he said.

He sai d even though Islamc countries held neetings on this issue not
al | attended.

" If we come up with an effective action, there are other Islamc
countries which ensured that it failed,” he said.

Asked whet her the Pal estine issue woul d be brought up in his neeting
with US President George WBush in Washi ngton during his three-day official
visit fromMay 13, the Prine Mnister said,"l do not know to what extent
can speak. In a way we will talk about it."

He said usually in his talks with other world | eaders the tine given
was 45 nminutes to an hour
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