13 NOv 2002
Tai b- SPDP
STATE BN TO HOLD MEETI NG NEXT WEEK TO ADM T SPDP

KUCHI NG, Nov 13 (Bernanmm) -- Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib
Mahnud sai d today that the state Bari san Nasi onal (BN) Suprenme Council will
hol d a neeting next week to admit the Sarawak Progressive Denocratic Party
(SPDP) .

"l don't see any problemfor the state ruling BNto accept the SPDP and
definitely will forward the applicationto Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad who is BN national chairman,” he told the nedia after
receiving the SPDP pro temoffice-bearers' application letter to join the
BN here.

The SPDP del egation was led by its pro tempresident, Sarawak Public
Heal t h and Envi ronnent M nister Datuk WIIliamMwan | kom Al so present were
the party's pro temsecretary-general, Dr Judson Tagal Sakai, who is state
Assi stant M nister of Infrastructure Devel opnent and Communi cati ons.

Abdul Tai b, who is state BN chairman, said that he was taking Dr
Mahat hir's advice that the ruling coalition was prepared to adnmit the new
party if an applicati on was nade.

"This is also to ensure that the four Menbers of Parlianment's and five
assenbl ynen's services to the people remain uninterrupted," he said.

Abdul Taib al so urged the SPDP to invite Linbang assenbl yman Ri chard
Wng to join the SPDP.

He said that it was inportant for the BNto maintain solidarity,
har nony and conti nued soci o- economi ¢ devel opnent in the state.

Answering Abdul Taib's query on Wng's position, Mawan said that the
SPDP has sent a strong signal to Wing to join the party and that there
woul d be no discrimnation on his application.

Mawan sai d that the Registrar of Societies (ROS) endorsed the SPDP pro
temconmittee today. The party's registration was approved by the RCS on
Nov 8.

O her SPDP | eaders acconpanyi ng Mawan to hand over the letter were the
party's pro temdeputy president Datuk Seri Peter Tinggom (M for Seratok),
pro temsenior vice-president Peter Nansian (assenbl yman for Tasik Biru),
pro temtreasurer-general Datuk Seri Tiong King Sing (MP for Bintulu), Dr
Ti ki Lafe (MP for Mas Gadi ng) and Jacob Sagan (MP for Baram, pro tem
vi ce-president Sylvester Entri Miran (assenbl yman for Marudi) and Peter
Nyar ok (assenbl yman for Krian).
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