07 MAR 2002
Sany- Sal ari es
DR MAHATHI R WANTS DETAI LED REPORT ON MONTHLY WAGES

KUALA LUMPUR, March 7 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has requested for a detailed report on the nonthly wages
for rubber estate workers, Works Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said
t oday.

"I raised the matter at the Cabinet neeting yesterday and the Prinme
M ni ster wants a Cabi net paper with nore detailed information on the
proposal ," he said.

Sany Vel lu said he would provide the i nput needed by the Human Resource
M ni ster Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn so that a Cabi net paper with nore details
could be prepared for the Cabinet's attention.

"I believe and hope that soon the Ml ayan Agricul tural Producers
Association (MAPA) will give its attention to the plight of rubber estate
workers in this country," said Samy, who is the MC President, to reporters
after chairing the party's Central Wrking Conmittee (CWC) neeting at party
headquarters here.

Last nonth, Dr Fong had said his mnistry would intervene in the
negoti ati ons between the National Union of Plantation Wrkers (NUPW and
MAPA i f the issue of nonthly wages for rubber estate workers remai ned
inresolved till mid March

Samy Vel lu said the rubber plantation sector was a strategic one in
Mal aysia and if attention was not given to it, the country would have to
i mport even larger quantities of rubber fromplaces |ike Thail and and
Vi et nam

He said 61 per cent of rubber estate workers conprised Ml aysians while
the rest were foreigners.

O the total nunber of Ml aysians enpl oyed on the rubber estates, 51
per cent were Mal ays and 48 per cent were Indians.

Sany Vel lu said a nunber of excuses put forward by MAPA such as the
question of daily attendance for work coul d not be accepted because the oi
pal m pl antati on sector which inplenented nonthly wages | ast year did not
encount er such probl ens.

He al so said the CAC neeting had resolved to wite to the Education
M ni ster Tan Sri Musa Mohaned and appeal to himto consider the MC s
request for full assistance for Tam | schools.

He said 35 per cent of the 522 Tanmi| schools were al ready receiving
full government aid.

He said a special allocation would al so be sought to build new Tam |
school s and i nprove conditons in Tam | schools nationw de, "where
condi ti ons were i nappropriate.”

On the Ketari by-election, Sany Vellu said the M C had set up five
wor ki ng groups under a single committee to enlist the support of the 907
I ndi an voters (5.22 per cent of the electorate) for the Bari san Nasi onal

The Ketari seat is now vacant follow ng the death of the BN assenbl ynman
Dat uk Loke Koon Kam on Sunday.

- - BERNAMA

RV AHH AAM



	DR MAHATHIR WANTS DETAILED REPORT ON MONTHLY WAGES (Bernama 07/03/2002)

