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DR MAHATHI R TELLS BUM ENTREPRENEURS TO STOP DEPENDI NG ON GOVT
CONTRACTS

PETALI NG JAYA, Aug 6 (Bernama) -- Bum putera entrepreneurs nust stop
dependi ng solely on the governnent to buy their goods because such a market
islimted and it is not the way to do busi ness, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad sai d today

The prime mnister said that bum putera entrepreneurs nmust focus on the
open market, which is the real market and which can help theminprove the
quality of and demand for their goods.

"I find that bum putera entrepreneurs need assurance fromthe
government to buy their products and this is not 100 per cent business," he
sai d when openi ng the two-day National Wnen Entrepreneurs Convention 2002
her e.

Dr Mahathir said that although such a business was risk-free and did
not require good and efficient managenent, it would not help its
devel opnent.

"The entrepreneurs nust avoid being too dependent on the governnent to
buy their products. Instead, they should try to market their goods to the
public within and outside the country," he added.

Later, at a nedia conference, he said 100 per cent of the bum putera
contractors depended on governnent contracts and in the absence of
governnent contracts "they are not conpetitive enough".

"Even with the (governnent) contracts, they are not able to conpete
anong t hensel vesd.

"How can quality and efficiency be inproved if there is no conpetition
anong the buni putera entrepreneurs,” he said.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir also touched on the lack of |ocally produced
souvenir items on sale at tourist centres because of the inability of
| ocal s to mass produce such itemns.

"I"'mvery sad that at tourist spots |like those in Pulau Langkawi the
souvenir items sold are nostly made in Thail and, Taiwan, China and the
Phi | i ppi nes, " he sai d.

"You can't find anything that's nmade in Mal aysi a,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said that manufacturers of souvenirs and handicraft itens
must switch fromthe ol d nethods which depend on individual skills to
machi nes whi ch can mass produce.

The governnent woul d al so revive the "one village one product™" project
for the small industries in villages which had been earnmarked, he said.

The project would be nmanaged by a nmanager and full-tinme workers using
machi nes to ensure that the goods produced were of quality and net the
mar ket denmand.

Previously the project was run at home by small-tinme operators during
their free tine.

Dr Mahathir said such project, which was started i n Japan, had proven
successful in Thail and.

Anong t he goods to be produced were nmachi ne-enbroi dered towel s which
had a big local market, he said.

He al so stessed the inportance of work ethics and culture to succeed in
busi ness.

He said that besides efficient managenent, they nust practise a
busi ness cul ture based on good val ues, trustworthiness and honesty,
especially in managi ng the conpany's funds.

"To becone entrepreneurs, they nmust know the field they want to venture



i nto and understand the ethics and cul ture, besides havi ng managenent
ef ficiency and knowi ng the market demand and how to control production
costs,"” he said.

Stressing the i nportance of good financial managenment to ensure success
of the business, Dr Mahathir said entrepreneurs who succunbed to greed upon
seeing a |l ot of noney for the taking, although the conpany was their own,
coul d be considered crimnals.
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