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Mahat hi r - knowl edge
DR MAHATHI R WANTS MUSLI MS TO ABANDON DEFEATI ST ATTI TUDE

By: Mohd Arshi Daud

MANAMA, April 21 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad sai d Sunday Muslinms nust discard the defeatist attitude in the
current information age, where "know edge is power nore than before.”

The Muslinms' inclination to think that it was inpossible to catch up
and surpass ot hers ahead of themwas an unworthy attitude, he told a
trai ning and human resources conference, here.

In his keynote address at the 31st | FTDO Worl d Conference here, Dr
Mahat hir said that as the khalifahs on earth, Mislins had the capacity and
talents.

"W can do what the others can do if we realign and apply our
intellect. W need not be irreligious, atheistic or hedonistic.

"W can keep our faith. But we rmust bal ance between t he exigencies of
this world and the akhirat (hereafter)," he said.

The | FTDO (I nternati onal Federation of Training and Devel opnment
Organisation) is a worl dwi de network of human resources professionals
commtted to devel opi ng and transferring know edge, skills and technol ogy
t o enhance personal and organisational growth, productivity and human
resour ce devel opnent.

The prime minister is on a twd-day visit to this GQulf island state of
Bahrain, the last |leg of his week-long three-nation trip which includes the
north African countries of Mirocco and Libya.

He is | eading a 180-nmenber entourage to strengthen bilateral and
conmercial ties with these countries.

Dr Mahathir said history had shown that nations with the greatest
anount of know edge doni nated t he world.

When the early Muslins obeyed Allah's injunction to study and observe
their surroundi ngs, the early Mislimschol ars acquired knowl edge fromthe
old non-Muslimcivilisation and created new | earni ngs such as Al gebra,
Astronony and Al gorithm he said.

These know edge nade the Islamic world the centre of |earning and a
great civilisation which gave Islamand the Mislins an honourabl e place in
the worl d, he added.

But when the injunction to seek know edge was interpreted as seeking
religious know edge only, the Muslimintellectual s avoi ded non-reli gi ous
know edge for fear of being labelled kafir or infidels, he said.

"No new know edge was pi oneered and non-religious know edge becane so
alien to the Muslins that the great Muslimscholars were actually lost to
the non-Muslimworld, lost principally to the Europeans.

"Thus I bnu Sinna becane Avicenna; |bni Rusdi becane Averroes etc. Al
Khwari zmi who invented the Al gorithm base was i gnored by the | atter-day
Muslims and yet without the mat hematics based on Al gorithm nodern
conmputers and the programm ng of the m crochi p woul d not be possible," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

As tine passed, the Mislins becane nore and nore ignorant, did not
participate in the devel opment of scientific and technol ogi cal know edge,
m ssed the industrial revolution and also attenpted to reject products of
the industrial revol ution.

Today, the Muslins were broader-ninded and prepared to use practically
all the products of the non-Mislins but generally they were only the users,
not the producers and certainly not the i nventors because they | acked
know edge.



Dr Mahathir said that given their |ack of know edge, the Muslins could
not invent, design or produce equi pnent to defend thensel ves as enj oi ned by
the teaching of |slam

"Ever since the demise of the Gttoman Enpire, we have not been able to
def end oursel ves. Look at what is happening to Palestine. W are constantly
begging the world to stop the carnage.

"W know we are weak and unable to defend the ummh, defend Islam even.
There is not a single Miuslimnation anong the devel oped nati ons.

"We are all devel opi ng nati ons dependent on the charity of non-Mislins.
Is this what |Islamwants us to be?" he said.

VWhile the Muslins could blame the agressors of other nuslins, Dr
Mahat hir said, they could not claimthat the were free from bl ane.

"1 would go further and say that we have sinned. W nay carry out al
t he other ibadah but we would still have to pay for our sins, in this world
and the next," he added.

The prinme mnister said Muslins today had a grave need to nmaster new
know edge about science and technol ogy, even to pioneer this know edge, to
be at the cutting edge.

Noting that acquisition of new know edge is not easy and is
ti me-consuning, he said that as enjoined by Allah, Mislinms nust be patient
as even "the prophet did not convert all to Islamon the first day."

He al so said that since the division of | abour was necessary in a
community, Muslins nust master every field of nbdern know edge apart from
religion.

Dr Mahathir warned that if Muslins ignored the need to seek, acquire,

i mprove and nmaster know edge they would be at their own risk and at their
own peril.

"What happens to the Pal estinians today nay well happen to all of us,"
he added.
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