21 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r - Japan
DR MAHATHI R HOLDS TALKS W TH JAPANESE PM

TOKYO, May 21 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad hel d tal ks with Japanese Prime M nister Junichiro Koizum at his
office at Sori Kantei here today.

Both | eaders are expected to di scuss issues of comobn concern and
bilateral trade

Dr Mahathir arrived here yesterday for a three-day visit.

He attended a private dinner hosted by forner Japanese Prinme M nister
Yasuhi ro Nakasone | ast night.

Earlier today, Dr Mahathir had a breakfast neeting with nenbers of the
Japan- Mal aysi a Parlianentarians' Friendshi p League whose nmenbers i ncl ude
Japan's International Trade and I ndustry M nister Takeo Hi rakonma and
Fi nance M ni ster Masaj uro Shi okawa.

Dr Mahathir later nmet Dr Kisho Kurokawa, architect of the KL
I nternational Airport (KLIA) in Sepang to discuss, ampng others, the
proposed biovillage concept. The biovillage has been proposed as a
dedi cated zone to cluster biotechnol ogy-related industries and services
within the Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MsSC).

Dr Mahathir is also scheduled to deliver a keynote speech on "China --
A Chall enge Or An Opportunity For Asean" at the Ni kkei Internationa
Conf erence t oday.

The conference, focusing on China, is themed "The Future O Asia
-- Emergi ng Chi na And The Changi ng Regi onal Franmework".

Dr Mahathir has al so been invited for an exclusive interview by N hon
Kei zai Shinbun, Inc (Nikkei) as well as attend a TV interview with NHK for
its prime time "News 10".

Hi s schedule later in the day includes a neeting with Masajuro
Shi okawa, who is M nister of Finance and Japan- Mal aysi a Associ ati on
chairman, a special cocktail reception for Asian political |eaders with
Koi zumi and the Ni kkei conference dinner.

Tonmorrow, Dr Mahathir will |eave for Nagasaki for the ship-nam ng of
the "Puteri Intan Satu", a vessel owned by the Ml aysia I nternational
Shi ppi ng Corporation Bhd, at the Koyagi plant of the Mtsubishi Heavy
I ndustries Ltd' s Nagasaki shipyard and machi nery works.
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