13 SEP 2002
Mahat hi r - El ecti on
DR MAHATH R W LL NOT CONTEST | N NEXT ELECTI ON

ALOR SETAR, Sept 13 (Bernama) -- The Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad, said today he will not contest in the next genera
el ection and expressed the hope the people will not make any m stake when
choosi ng the next government.

Nevertheless it was still his responsibility to correct the people's
t hi nki ng whi ch had been sl anted by PAS, he said.

He said the m staken beliefs of the people should be corrected so that
t hey woul d not be cheat ed.

This was i nportant so that they woul d not nake any mi stake when
choosing the governnment in the next general election, he said at a
neet -t he- peopl e session at the Sultan Abdul Hanmid Col | ege where he once
st udi ed.

He said the PAS action in noving voters' nanmes to ensure its
candi dates' victory was haramas it anounted to cheati ng.

They cheated by rel ocating PAS voters froman area where they expected
to lose to an area where they expected to win and renoved the nanes of BN
voters froman area where the BN coul d w n.

Dr Mahat hir has been the Menber of Parliament for Kubang Pasu in Kedah
si nce 1974.

Dr Mahathir had earlier announced that he would relinquish all his
party and governnent posts after the Organisation of |Islam c Conference
(A C summit in Kuala Lunpur next year.

"Voters nmust be wise and rej ect PAS altogether -- a party that cheats.”

He said such cheating by PAS should not occur in the denocratic system
whi ch existed to safeguard the people's interests.

"PAS | eaders sanctioned cheating to win the election and gain power to
serve their own interests,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia practised the denpbcratic system where peopl e
in a particular area had the power to elect their own representative.

"The fate of the people in a particular constituency is determ ned by
the voters in that particular area and not by voters fromother areas,” he
sai d.

He said if voters froma particular area went and voted el sewhere they
were not giving priority to the interests of the people in that area but to
the interests of the party and other matters.

The situation was different when a candidate froma particul ar area
stood el sewhere for election for then it would becone his responsibility to
serve in the area where he had been el ected, he said.

"PAS has noved 3,000 voters fromny area to reduce support for ne to
Anak Bukit (state constituency) and ot her areas," he said.

The Prime M nister said PAS aspired to take over Kedah in the next
general election but not through the halal way.

They were using ways that were haram by noving voters' nanmes from one
pl ace to anot her.

"The BN | ost in Anak Bukit because many Umo voters' nanes had been
renoved fromthe area and nanes of PAS voters from el sewhere had been
brought in," he said.

He said this anpbunted to | arge scal e cheating by PAS which while
claimng to be an Islamic party was at the sanme tine involved in cheating
to gain victory.

"Legal |y PAS won but fromthe aspect of religion, their victory is



haram Hence the paynent of allowance to the PAS representative in Anak
Bukit is al so haram™"

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had been peaceful and prosperous all this
whi | e because t he peopl e had been wi se in choosing a government that abided
by the rule of |aw

"Hence we nust jeal ously guard what we have chosen,"” he said.

He said the military, police and preventive |laws including the Interna
Security Act (1SA) hel ped ensure the nation's peace and security.

Dr Mahathir said the people and | eaders in many countries including
devel oped ones lived in fear, in fear of being attacked and killed because
they did not have preventive | aws.

"W do not use the preventive |laws indiscrimnately such as by
enforcing themagai nst our political rivals,"” he said.

He said the the concept of the "rule of |law' should not only be
practi sed by the governnent but also by the judiciary, the mlitary, police
and the adm nistrators, only then the country woul d be safe.
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