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DR MAHATHI R AND CHI RAC MEET TO DI SCUSS W DE- RANG NG | SSUES

By: Wan A. Hul ai mi

PARI'S, Nov 24 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad ended hi s busy day here yesterday with a meeting at the El ysee
Pal ace with French President Jacques Chirac who he said was now "l ess
pessim stic" about the situation in Iraq.

They had wi de-rangi ng di scussi on on i ssues i ncl udi ng Pal esti ni an,
gl obal i sation and bil ateral relations.

The private nmeeting, which ended with Chirac offering a "buka puasa"
meal of dates and French pastries at the Pal ace, rounded-up a hectic day
which started with a Paris || neeting of 18 nati ons and five financi al
agenci es on economic aid for Lebanon's recovery.

Dr Mahathir did not el aborate on the French President's call for
| esseni ng pessim smon lraqin his short nmeeting with Mal aysian journalists
bef ore | eaving for London enroute hone.

Chirac al one anobng western | eaders stood up at the NATO Summit in
Praque | ast week with his viewthat "there cannot be an excl usively
mlitary response to terrorisnt.

He woul d have expressed the sanme views to Dr Mahathir and al so his
believedinthe role of the United Nations in settling the present dispute
with so-called "rogue nations'.

The neeting took pl ace when rel ati ons bet ween Mal aysi a and France
remai ned high with France offering three nore flights to MASto Paris from
three to six flights a week in the New Year.

Dr Mahathir, who was at the Paris Il neeting at the personal invitation
of Lebanese Prime M nister Rafiq Hariri had earlier pledged Mal aysia's
direct loan of US$300 million (RML. 14 billion) to aid Lebanon
reconstruction progranme.

Hariri expressed his gratitude by saying that Dr Mahathir's presence
was “historic' and greatly appreciated by his country not only for the cash
contribution but also for his inportance as a | eader of the Musli mworl d.

The neeting raised US$5 billion (RML9 billion) as targetted by Lebanon,
whi ch has a debt burden of some US$50 billion (RML90 billion).

Saudi Arabia offered the | argest contribution of US$700 nillion (RM. 6
billion), France (al one anong Eur opean countries) US$500 m I lion (RML. 9
billion) and Mal aysia and other Qulf states putting up a total cash
contribution of US$4 billion (RML5.2 billion). The remai ning US$1 billion
(RVB. 8 billion) was pl edged by the countries in technical aid.

Dr Mahathir al so said that Mal aysia would | ook into the possibility of
extending aid to Lebanon especially in I T devel opnment and tourism

FromParis, Dr Mahathir goes to London where he will be naking an
informal visit at a handi craft exhi bition organi sed by t he Mal aysi an trade
of fice.
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