15 MAR 2002
Mahat hi r- Musl i m
DR MAHATH R MEETS MUSLI M COMWUNI TY | N MOSCOW

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

MOSCOW March 15 (Bernama) -- Noting the significance of Maal Hijrah,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today net the Mislim
community and performed Friday prayers at Moscow s mai nh nbsque here.

Chai rman of Russian Mufti Council Ravil Gainutdin, who greeted the
Prime Mnister, said the Muslimconmunity in Russia was honoured with his
visit to the Perfect Mra Msque.

There are some 1.5 mllion Muslins in Moscow out of a total 20 mllion
i n Russi a.

Speaking at the Friday congregation, Dr Mahathir said it is the duty of
Muslins to dispel the negative i mage portrayed by ot hers agai nst the
religion.

"Today we live in a difficult tinme when Muslins are being accused of
being terrorists and of being irresponsible and creating a | ot of problens
inthe world,"

"It is our duty to prove that this imge of Islamis wong," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms could do this by follow ng the teachi ngs of
Islamto live in peace

"W should not resort to violence in order to reclaimthe greatness of
our past," he said.

I nstead Muslins should aquire knowl edge in all fields and devel op the
community and country, he said.

"There is no reason why Muslins and Muslimcountries cannot be as
devel oped as the nost devel oped country in the world," he said.

Mal aysi a wanted to prove that an Islam c country can be as devel oped as
any devel oped country in the Wst, he said.

"Wthout forgetting the teachings of Islam we have tried to acquire
know edge so that we can be as devel oped as other countries in the world,"
he sai d.

The Prime Mnister said Muslins woul d be respected if they were
devel oped and strong.

Dr Mahat hir presented a US$10, 000 (RM38,000) contribution fromthe
Governnent for the nosque's progranmes.
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