22 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r - Resi gnati on
DR MAHATHI R ANNOUNCES RESI GNATI ON FROM UMNO AND BN

KUALA LUWMPUR, June 22 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
agreed to continue to | ead Umo an hour after he announced his decision to
resign fromthe post of party president today.

The Prine M nister announced his resignation fromthe post in his
wi ndi ng up speech at the final day of the 56th Umo General Assenbly at the
Putra Worl d Trade Centre here.

Soon after his announcenent, Umo Supreme Council nmenbers | ed by deputy
president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi rushed to his side to persuade
Dr Mahathir to w thdraw his deci sion.

Umo permanent chai rman Tun Sul ai man Ni nam Shah st ood down t he gener al
assenbly for about 45 minutes while attenpts were nade to persuade Dr
Mahathir to remain in his post.

Dr Mahathir's decision to w thdraw his resignation was announced by
Abdul | ah at 7pmwhen Suprene counci |l nenbers succeeded i n persuadi ng himto
reconsi der his deci sion.

Earlier, Sulai man announced the adjournnment at 6. 15pmto cal mdown the
situation at the Merdeka Hall where the general assenbly was hel d while
Supr ene Council nmenbers surrounded Dr Mahat hir and del egat es were i n shock
and overcone with enmotion following Dr Mahathir's announcenent at about
6pm

Abdul I ah' s announcenent was warm y appl auded by t he del egat es, Suprene
Counci | menmbers and observers who had filed into the hall to find out the
| at est devel oprent .

Suprenme Council nmenber Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hamid Qthnan then | ed the "doa"
(prayer) ingratitude for Dr Mahathir's decision to withdraw his
resi gnati on.

Del egat es then sang the national anthem"Negara Ku" and recited the
"selawat" to i nvoke God's bl essings.

Earlier, the Prine M nister shocked the general assenbly when he
announced his resignation fromhis party post.

"I would like to take this opportunity to announce ny resignation as
Umo president and all positions held by me in the party, resigning nmy post
as Barisan Nasional chairman and all posts in the Barisan Nasional," he
sai d, sobbing after taking a sip of water.

Del egates, taken by surprise, called out " "No No No. Wthdraw.

W t hdraw. "

Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Umo Yout h chi ef Dat uk
Hi shamuddi n Tun Hussei n, foll owed by ot her Suprene Council menbers
i ncl udi ng Abdul | ah rushed to the rostrumto persuade Dr Mahathir to
wi t hdraw hi s deci si on.

Rafi dah was heard aski ng "Wy sir?", while H shamuddi n was heard
saying "No. No".

Dr Mahat hir responded by saying "l've decided, |'ve decided...long

" and shaking his head, trying to control his enption.

It was an extrenely enotional situation and the pernmanent chairman had
to ask those present inthe hall to remain calm

About eight minutes | ater, Rafidah announced an energency notion to
unani nously reject Dr Mahathir's decision and her nove was net with cries
of "Agree" fromthe del egates.

A mnute later, Abdullah said: "I seek the unani nous agreenent of the
del egates for Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir to continue to | ead the party."

ago,



"Agree," they replied in unison.

Cries of "Wthdraw. Wthdraw. Long Live Mahathir. Long Live Mahathir, "
wer e heard throughout the hall.

Sone of the del egates sang the Umo song and they remai ned standi ng
even t hough Sul ai man repeatdely called on themto sit down.

Supreme Council nenbers also refused to returnto their seats and
Sul ai man advi sed themto cal mdown to restore the situati on before
announci ng an adj our nnent .

Dr Mahat hir and the Supreme council nenbers then proceeded to a speci al
room

According to Suprene council menber Datuk Azi z Shanmsuddi n who was in
the room Dr Mahathir was persuaded by Abdul | ah who told himthat all the
Umo nenbers wanted himto continue to | ead the party.

Dr Mahat hir eventual |y agreed to w t hdraw hi s deci sion.

"I'f that is so, | agree," Dr Mahathir was quoted by Azi z as sayi ng.

Aziz said that he then called for Dr Mahathir's personal physician on
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali's request, to examne the Prine
M nister. He was certified to be well by the doctor.

Asked what el se happened in the room Aziz said that Dr Mahat hir who
appeared to be very enotional, wanted to cal mdown in the presence of his
wi fe and chil dren.

"Dr Mahathir did not give any indication that he was goi nhg to announce
his resignation fromthe party at the general assenbly, not evento his
fam |y nenbers," said Azi z who has known Dr Mahathir for 27 years after
havi ng served as his political secretary.

Dr Mahat hir, who has been at the hel mof Umo and the BN for 21 years,
inaspecial intervieww th the weekly M ngguan Mal aysi a | ast Sunday,
expressed hi s di sappoi ntnent over his failure to change the attitude of the
Mal ays even though various efforts had been nmade.

Aziz said that Dr Mahathir, who declined to re-enter the hall, asked
Abdul I ah to i nformthe del egates that he was wi t hdrawi ng hi s deci si on.

Dr Mahathir was |ater seen |l eaving the PWMC for the fanmily home with Dr
Siti Hasmah and fam |y menbers.

Meanwhi | e, the Suprene Council held an energency neeting at the party
headquarters toni ght, believed to di scuss the evening' s incident.

Asked whet her Dr Mahat hir has stated how | ong nore he was prepared to
| ead Umo, Aziz said, "No. God willing, this will not happen agai n and what
is inmportant is that we have conveyed t he appeal by the people to him

After an adj ournnent of about 45 m nutes, Abdullah re-entered the hall
and t he permanent chairman requested himto make the announcenent.

"l have conveyed to Dr Mahathir that what the peopl e and t he del egates
want is to give their 100 per cent support and appeal for himto w thdraw
hi s deci si on.

"The Prime Mnister agreed that | nmake the announcenent that he wll
continue to |lead us," he said.

He said that the Prine M nister wished to remain with his famly at
that tinme.

The general assenbly ended with Sul ai man' s announcenent after the short
speech by Abdul | ah.
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