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Dr Mahathir has done us proud in many ways

Har dev Kaur

FOR Mal aysian journalists it was difficult enough to neet their daily
deadl i nes from overseas assignnents but their task was nmade nore difficult
by the fact that very little was known about their country. Many m stook
it be part of Africa and considered it to be anong the "basket cases" and
therefore not worthy of attention

Journalists fromother Asian countries, anmong themthe Phili ppines,

Si ngapore and I ndonesia, had better access to news sources as their
countries were better known and deened to be better devel oped.

But the situation has changed dramatically. Thanks to the efforts of
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Not only has he hel ped put the country on the world map, he has al so
changed perceptions of the country and transformed the once primary
commodi ty dependent econony to one that is close to attaining
devel opednation status. In sonme aspects Malaysia is a First Wrld country
t oday.

Dr Mahathir has given us shock treatnent, cajoled, pushed, chall enged
i nspi red, encouraged and made us work harder to strive for greater heights
and achi evenents.

VWi | e sone have often conpl ai ned that he pushed us too hard and there
was no free time for other pursuits, he pushed hinself even harder

It was for our own good. We learnt that we could achi eve nuch nore
reach greater heights and conpete with the best in the world.

As a result, Ml aysians now stand tall and hold their heads high. He has
rai sed the national flag in places that many only read about in books and
see in nmovies. It is indeed with a sense of pride that one now says "I am
a Malaysian" in reply to queries of "Where are you fron®"

But nmore than that, the views and opinions about Dr Mahathir have
changed dramatically around the world. Increasingly perceptions of the
"recalcitrant” | eader are nore conciliatory. Opinions have changed and
they are nore favourable towards the Prine Mnister, of his policies and
| eader shi p.

The alternative and unorthodox policies that Ml aysia pursued are now
seen as having produced better results and being given the thunbs up

The popul arity, credibility and respect for Dr Mahathir as an
i ndividual, for his views and | eadership, at hone and abroad, has never
been hi gher.

Even his nost ardent critics grudgingly admt that he has done nore for
the country, regional stability and for an international understandi ng of
the plight of the poor in nore ways than people care to renenber or even
adm t.

The npbst recent was during the financial crisis in 1997 when the
policies, unorthodox and hardly textbook and | MF tested renedi es caused
the international community and nultilateral institutions to review their
actions and decisions. Currently the devel oped countries are adopting
policies and laws on anti-terrorismand capital controls.

He has views which he is not afraid to articulate even if these do not
coincide with those of the nost influential and powerful in the world.

He is al so very consistent and sticks to his convictions even though
they may not be popul ar. He does not conpronise, as some do, just because
the views and opinions of the nore powerful are different fromhis. He
says what he has to say no matter whomhe is dealing wth.



He does not hesitate to take even his own people and race to task. He
chastises and criticises themwhen he thinks they are not pulling up their
socks. He has al so been highly critical of the Muslimworld for not doing
enough.

Sonme anal ysts say he could help by acting as nediator in the M ddl e East
conflict.

Undoubtedly as a noderate and rational Misliml|eader he has shown t hat
he has the best credentials and is viewed as the nost credi ble Mislim
| eader.

He has led his country to a | evel of devel opnent that is the envy of
many around the world and certainly a nodel for the Mislimworld.

Dr Mahathir's views on terrorismand ways of resolving the internationa
probl ens that confront the world are anong the npbst sought-after. Hi's
views are held in high esteemin all quarters, devel oped, devel opi ng,
Musl i ms and non-Muslins, presidents and religious |eaders including the
Pope.

A senior Australian journalist who spoke with an Israeli official |ast
week in Sydney said even the Israeli official appreciated and respected Dr
Mahathir's views on terrorismand the Mddl e East conflict, adding that
they were rel evant and inportant.

It did not matter to the Israeli that Dr Mahathir has strong views on
Israel and its policies and | eadership, which have conme under severe
criticismfromthe Ml aysian | eader who has been synpathetic of the
Pal estinian cause and their right for a state.

But this has not stopped himfromcriticising the suicide bonbers. It
only goes to show that Dr Mahathir is rational, fair and pragmatic on an
issue that is highly sensitive and enoti onal

H's rationality and pragmati sm has al so been denponstrated in his
handl i ng of donestic issues. Soneone who has been | abelled an "ultra" and
a "rebel"” is loved and respected by all Ml aysians irrespective of race,
religion or age. He al so has nunerous admrers abroad sonme of whom hoped
and wi shed that they had Dr Mahathir as their | eader.

Yet others clainmed he was a "dictator”. He is a nationalist who put the
country and his people above all else. Undoubtedly he woul d have hoped to
achi eve much nore and push his countrynen to even greater heights. But by
any neasure Dr Mahathir's achi evenents are admrable.

He has chartered the roadmap for the country's devel opnent with his
Vi sion 2020 and spelled out an orderly transition, unmatched anywhere,

t hat does away w th shocks and confusion providing for stability,
certainty and continuity.
( END)
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