19/ 07/ 2002

"EC should do nore than telling nmedia to be fair'

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The El ection Comnission (EC) should initiate an
i ndependent inquiry into the conduct of the Anak Bukit and Pendang by-
el ections to ensure the electoral systemis free from abuses of noney,
medi a and governmental nachi nery.

DAP chairman LimKit Siang said such an inquiry should include the
participation of representatives fromthe Ml aysi an Hunman R ghts Counci
(Suhakan) and non-governmental organisations.

"DAP shares the concern of the ECwith the reports of ranpant dirty
tactics and unethical practices in the two by-elections.™

Limsaid this reflected the EC s failure to devel op an infrastructure
that would ensure a free, fair and clean el ectoral system

"Every tine a by-election is held the EC woul d appeal to the nass nedia
to be fair, but its responsibility nust not end with such appeal s, but
i ncl ude nonitoring media coverage, publishing a report and "ticking off"
mass nedi a which had been blatantly unfair."

Limsaid the tactics enployed by both sides in the by-el ections which
i ncl uded posters denmeaning Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
and his Deputy Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi nust be condemmed by
Mal aysi ans.

He al so said although these tricks existed, the source of those posters
were unproven as in the case where a poster condeming the | ate Pas
presi dent Datuk Fadzil Noor was clained to have been the work of Pas
supporters.

On Tuesday Ummo vice-president Tan Sri Muhammad Muhammad Tai b said Pas
had printed posters condem ng Fadzil and bl aned them on Bari san Nasi onal
in an attenpt to snmear BN.

Umo and Pas are locked in straight fights in the by-el ections.
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