03 JUL 2002
Pendang- Hami d
DO NOT USE RELI G QUS | SSUES TO CONFUSE THE PEOPLE- HAM D

KOTA BAHARU, July 3 (Bernama) -- PAS was today rem nded not to raise
religious issues that will add to the confusi on anong Muslinms during the
Anak Bukit state and Pendang parlianmentary el ections for which pollingis
on July 18.

The Adviser on Religion to the Prime Mnister, Tan Sri Abdul Ham d
O hman said it had beconme the PAS practise to raise religious issues during
every el ection and this had confused the people and the people were facing
a serious crisis of understandi ng Islam

"I'slamprohibits its followers to hurl abuse agai nst each other or
agai nst | eaders. The Rasul ul | ah had sai d Musl i ns nust have nobl e char act er
and shoul d not abuse each other," he told reporters after a get together
with civil servants here,

In the course of the el ecti on canpai gn, Abdul Hami d said the contesting
parties should put forward to the voters their respective adm nistrative
and devel opnent progr ames.

"I'f you do not agree on the question of the econony, say so and put
forward your alternative plan but we have never heard t hese things but only
suspi cion and al | egations," he said.

Abdul Hamid said to handle the crisis on the understandi ng of |slam
t he dakwah approach woul d be revanped with the setting up of nore
nmonitoring units in government departnments and the private sector.

"The Dakwah programre will be intensified as Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had agreed that the dakwah programmes be reorgani sed so
that it it will be understood that Mal aysia is an | sl am ¢ Fundanmental i st
state."

Asked about the nove by the Islam c Institute of Understandi ng Mal aysi a
(Ikim, to undertake a study on Hudud Law, Abdul Hani d said the study would
act as a gui de for the governnent for the conprehensive inpl enentation of
Hukum Syarak in the country.

He said there shoul d be i ntense preparations for the inplenentation of
Hudud Law as the objective was to ensure justice.

Yesterday the Director-General of Ikim Datuk Dr Abdul Monir Yaacob
said the four-year study of the Hudud Law was done in col | aboration with
t he Johor Governnent and enconpassed t he experience of other countries in
the i mpl enentati on of the Hudud Law.
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