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DR MAHATHI R ARRI VES FOR A TWO- DAY VI SIT TO THAI LAND

By: Zulkefli Salleh

CHI ANG MAI, July 5 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad arrived
here this afternoon to begin a two-day official visit to Thail and.

The prime mnister, acconpani ed by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohaned
Al'i, was received at the Mlitary Air Terminal Wng 41, Chi ang Mai
International Airport, by his Thai counterpart, Thaksin Shinawatra, and his
wi f e Khunyi ng Poj amarn and | ocal dignitaries.

Dr Mahat hir was gi ven a warmwel cone conpl ete with a graci ous northen
Thai fol k dance after inspecting the guard of honour.

The prime minister's visit to Thailand is the first to an Asean nmenber
nation after he nade public on June 22 his intention to step down after
chai ring the Kual a Lunpur sunmit of the Organisation of |slam ¢ Conference
(A C in Cctober next year.

Dr Mahat hir, who has naned his deputy Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw
as his successor, is scheduled to visit Indonesia |later this nonth.

Hi s of ficial programme starts tonorrowin Bangkok where he i s schedul ed
to hold a bilateral nmeeting w th Thaksin.

Anong t he topics expected to be discussed is the | ong-del ayed
Thai | and- Mal aysi a gas pi pel i ne proj ect.

The Thai governnent, which recently decided to go ahead with the
project, stalled by environnmental concerns, is expected to reassure Kual a
Lunmpur of its conmmitnent to the project.

The project entails bringing gas fromthe Joint Devel opnent Area (JDA)
for the mutual benefit of the two countries.

The pi peline constructi on has been shel ved for two years due to
obj ections fromThai environnmental groups and | ocal residents.

However, the Thai government recently decided to go ahead with the
proj ect by realigning the pipeline route, so that the gas would cone
onshore five kil onetres away fromthe original site.

Thaksin, during the bilateral neeting, is al so expected to raise the
Thai proposal to build a canal across the Isthnus of Kra.

Dr Mahat hir had reportedly said during the 35th I nternational Ceneral
Meeting of the Pacific Basin Econonmic Council in Kuala Lunmpur in My t hat
Mal aysi a had no qual ms about the proposed nove as it was done within Thai
territories.

The neeting was al so attended by Thaksi n.

Dr Mahat hir's entourage i ncl udes Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar, Primary I ndustries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k, Agriculture
M ni st er Dat uk Mohamed Ef f endi Norwawi , Petronas president and chi ef
executive Tan Sri Mohd Hassan Marican, Chief of Defence Forces Tan Sri
Mohaned Zahi di Zai nuddi n and | nspector-CGeneral of Police Tan Sri Norian
Mai .

Soon after arrival, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to visit a ceramcs
factory and two of Thailand's One Village One Product projects, ained at
uplifting the rural poor, all near here.

Toni ght, he is expected to hold informal tal ks with Thaksin at a
private di nner hosted by the Thai prem er at the Chiang Mai University in
Sal at ham near here.

Tonorrow, the prinme mnister will address the Thai and Mal aysi an
busi ness conmuni ti es i n Bangkok after | aunchi ng the Thai- Ml aysi an Chanber
of Commerce at a hotel in the Thai capital.
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