22 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r - Handi capped
DR MAHATHI R WANTS EMPLOYERS TO G VE OPPORTUNI TI ES TO THE HANDI CAPPED

SHAH ALAM Aug 22 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
call ed on everyone particularly enployers to understand the potentials of
t he handi capped group and to be prepared to give nore opportunities to them
to work in their companies.

The Prime M nister said what was inportant was that the recruitnent of
t he handi capped group shoul d not be perceived as nerely fulfilling a soci al
responsibility.

"For the ordinary people, getting a job was normal but for the
handi capped group, it was a very special gift," he said when opening the
first National Level Econom c Conference for the Handi capped, here.

Dr Mahat hir said the handi capped shoul d be gi ven an opportunity to show
their potentials while enjoying a nore neaningful |ife wi thout depending on
ot her peopl e.

Indirectly, said Dr Mahathir, the opportunity to work woul d give thema
chance to integrate and m x around as part of society.

As at the end of last year, 4,490 handi capped peopl e succeeded in
securing jobs in the private sector, that is, 645 jobs for those with
i mpaired vision, 1,597 for those with inpaired hearing, 1,956 for the
physi cal | y handi capped and 292 for the nentally handi capped peopl e.

Dr Mahathir said in the public sector, the governnent had so far
of fered jobs to 446 handi capped people in various posts fromthe support
group to the professional group.

In addition, Dr Mahathir, said the national elite athletes disabl ed
(EAD) had al so achi eved success at the regional and international |evels
i ncluding at the Commonweal t h Ganes 2002 i n Manchester, Engl and recently.

"The successes achieved by this group proved that they can also join
the normal people in contributing towards nati onal devel opnent and sel f
advancenent," he sai d.

Touching on other matters, Dr Mahathir said parents should not fee
ashamed to report cases of abnormalities in their famlies because one per
cent of the total population of any country were made up of handi capped
peopl e.

Dr Mahathir al so urged nore non-governmental organi sations (NG3s) to be
nmore active in the east coast states.

He said nmost NGOs were found to be registered in the Klang Vall ey and
west coast states only while the nunber of NGOs registered in the east
coast was limted.

"The nunber of handi capped people in the east coast is the highest and
t hey too shoul d be provided with vari ous opportunities, assistance,
treatment, rehabilitation, guidance and training," he said.

The four-day conference which ends tonorrow i s organi sed by the
Di sability Resource Centre and the National Association for the
Handi capped.
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