05 JUL 2002
Mahat hi r- Naj i b
DR MAHATHI R ONLY HI NTI NG THAT NAJI B MAY BECOVE DPM

JITRA, July 5 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today
that he was only hinting that Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak rmay becone the
deputy prinme mnister when he steps down as prinme mnister

He said it was up to Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi, his anointed
successor, to choose his deputy and formhis own cabi net |ine-up when he
becane prinme mnister.

He said this when asked to coment on his statenent on Tuesday t hat
Naji b, who is Umo vice-president, may becone deputy prinme mnister when
Abdul | ah t akes over the hel mof the governnent.

He was speaking at a nedia conference after laying the foundation stone
for the Kubang Pasu district adm nistration conplex at 13th Mle, Jal an
Changl un, near here.

Asked whet her he endorsed Najib as deputy prine mnister, Dr Mahathir
said: "Let's say | have no objections."

Asked whether he would tell this to the other Umo nenbers, he said:
"I'"'mtelling you now."

Asked how the other vice-presidents would react to this open
endorsenent, Dr Mahathir said: "I don't know who will be chosen as deputy,
either Najib or anybody el se, but they have given an undertaking that they
woul d not go around and try to pull down each other."

He said that under Umo's system when a president stepped down, his
successor woul d becone acting president while in the governnent, when the
prime mnister stepped down, the person | eading the biggest party in the
governnent woul d be the prine mnister.

Dr Mahathir said the person picked by Abdullah to be the deputy prine
m ni ster would nornmally beconme acting Umo deputy president.

"That's what happened to ne and | believe that the tradition will go
on," he added.

To anot her question, he said he did not know who woul d be | eading the
Bari san Nasional (BN) in the next general election but gave an assurance
that he woul d continue to work to ensure the victory of BN candi dat es.

On the Pendang parliamentary and Anak Bukit state by-elections on July
18, he said he had seen the |ist of BN candi dates and a deci si on woul d be
made | ater.

The prime mnister hoped that the BN supporters would be courteous in
their canpaigning for the two seats.

"We don't want to resort to reviling, cursing or name-calling," he
sai d.

On his two day-visit to Thailand begi nning today, he said it was to
foster bilateral relations between the two countries.

He said the discussions would focus on the devel opnment of the joint gas
ulitisation project and devel opnent in the | ndonesi a- Mal aysi a- Thai | and
grow h triangle.
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