23 JUN 2002
Abdul | ah- BN
DR MAHATHI R S DECI SI ON TO BE EXPLAI NED TO BN COVPONENTS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 23 (Bernama) -- A neeting of the Barisan Nasiona
(BN) supreme council will be convened as soon as possible to explain to its
menbers Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad' s decision to resign fromhis posts
in Umo and the BN and his subsequent retraction

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d today
the prime mnister had agreed that he convene the neeting to explain the
matter to avoi d any confusi on.

"I will informthe BN secretary-general, Tan Sri Mhaned Rahmat, to
call the neeting as soon as possible," he told reporters after |aunching
the ERL transit service at the Bandar Tasi k Sel atan ERL station, here.

Abdul | ah, who is Umo deputy president, said this when asked about his
meeting with Dr Mahathir at Seri Perdana, Putrajaya, this norning before
the prime minister left for a vacation in Europe.

Dr Mahathir nmade a surprise announcenment at the Umo general assenbly
yesterday that he would resign fromhis posts as Umo presi dent and BN
chai rman but Abdul | ah announced about an hour |ater that Dr Mahathir had
retracted the decision foll owi ng appeal s by the Umo suprene counci
nmenber s.

Abdul | ah sai d he and the nenbers of the Ummo managenent and
disciplinary committees had nmet Dr Mahathir to informhimof the Umo
supreme council's decision at its extraordinary general neeting (EGV | ast
night to reject his resignation.

The EGM al so decided that the matter be explained to Umo nenbers
t hroughout the country.

Asked whet her Dr Mahathir gave hi many nmessage before | eaving for
Europe, he replied in the negative.

Abdul | ah al so said that the prinme mnister needed a rest and that his
vacation was planned earlier and had the agreenent of the cabinet.
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