30/ 07/ 2002

Dong Ji ao Zhong agai nst any form of extrem sm

KUALA LUMPUR, Mbon. - Chinese education novenent Dong Ji ao Zhong said today
it was against any formof extrem smand denied that it was extrem st or
chauvi ni sti c.

United Chi nese School Committees' Association (Dong Zhong) chief
executive officer Bok Tai Hee said the nmovenent agreed with Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s vi ews that people should be wary of supporting Chinese
extrem sts

"We only aspire to educate the young and ensure that Ml aysians can
continue to enjoy Chinese education and receive a fair treatnment," said
Bok.

Dong Zhong and the United Chinese School Teachers' Association (Jiao
Zhong) meke up the Dong Ji ao Zhong.

He added it was unfair to attribute the racial polarisation anong
uni versity undergraduates to a |ack of interaction with other races when
t hese students were studying in national and national-type schools.

He added there may be other factors, including the quota systemfor
adm ssion into public universities and the allocation of scholarships to
t hese students.

He said although there was a need for the affirmative action to help
Bum putera students, it should be fine-tuned and i nproved upon to be nore
fair and equitable.

"Thi ngs have changed now. The system nust reflect current needs," he
added.

On Saturday, when opening the MCA general assenbly, the Prine Mnister
said Chinese extrem simmay force other races, including Malays, to turn
to other fornms of extrem sm

This, he added, would eventually lead to nore trouble between the races.

He had al so expressed di sappoi ntnment that the Governnent had been
accused of trying to close down Chi nese schools and that sone
organi sati ons were agai nst the inplenmentation of Vision School s.

He al so | anented the racial polarisation in public universities.

Dong Ji ao Zhong had protested agai nst the Governnment's plans to
i npl enent Vi sion Schools and had reservati ons about the proposal to teach
Sci ence and Mathematics in English in Chinese primary schools.
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