13 DEC 2002
Mahat hi r - Meet i ng
DR MAHATHI R HOLDS BREAKFAST MEETI NG W TH JAPANESE CORPORATE LEADERS

By: Harlina Samson

TOKYO, Dec 13 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad began the second day of his visit here today with a breakf ast
meeting with Japanese busi nessnmen and corporate | eaders.

Ni ne Japanese corporate | eaders attended the one-and-a-half hour
meeting held at the Inperial Hotel where the Prine Mnister is staying

They were M tsubishi Mdtor Corporation president Rolf Eckroot, Hitach
Ltd vice president Yoshio Kuwata, Tokyo M tsubishi Bank Ltd president
Shigemtsu Mki, Mtsui & Co Ltd executive vice president H roshi Nagat a,
Mat shushita El ectric Industrial Co president Kunio Nakanura, Sumtono
Cor poration president Mtoyuki Cka, M tsubishi Corporation president MKkio
Sasaki, Sharp Corporation corporate adviser Datuk Huruo Tsuji, and Dai hatsu
Co president Takaya Yamada.

Al so present were Japanese anbassador to Mal aysi a Masaki Koni shi and
Mal aysi an anbassador to Japan Datuk Marzuki Mbhammad Noor.

Speaking to Mal aysian journalists covering the Prinme Mnister's visit
here after the neeting, Nagata said that the neeting, anbng others,

di scussed i ssues and current problens such as how to enhance
Japanese- Mal aysi an j oi nt ventures, reducing the cost of production and the
devel opnent of research and technol ogy.

He said that the China i ssue al so dominated the discussion.

Asked on what the Prime Mnister has said pertaining to China, he said:
"Everybody shoul d conpete with Chinese and China's products and in the case
of Malaysia, it is howto reduce cost and devel op research and technol ogy
activities and al so (provide) training for the people.”

Nagata said that Dr Mahathir also stated that Ml aysia was ready to
catch up with the advance technol ogy from Japan and | earn how to reduce the
cost of spare parts.

Nagata, who is also Mtsui's Chenmical Goup president, said that it was
vital for | ocal production to reduce the cost of spare parts and conponents
instead of inporting all the parts form Japan, which is costly.

He said that Dr Mahathir al so pointed out the inportance of teaching
sci ence and mat hematics in English and the need for technical training to
produce skilled human resources in Ml aysi a.

"I think, in the longer term the education programe such as (what)
the Prime M nister said on the teaching of mathematics and science in
English is very inportant to produce (skilled workers) and educate the
people. | |learned today that the Japanese Technical University will be set
in Malaysia and this is inportant,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir then took tinme off to visit and tour the Tokyo Di sney Sea
therme park to see the latest innovations, new technol ogy and ani mati on
products there.

He will later receive Japan's Finance M nister Masajuro Shi okawa, who
is al so chai rnman of the Ml aysi a- Japan Associ ation

In the afternoon, the Prine Mnister will deliver a keynote address at
a synposiumon Islamentitled "Islam Fostering Peace and Di al ogue in an
I nt erdependant World," to be held at the United Nations University.

The synposiumis organi sed by the United Nations University,
anbassadors of the Organisation of Islamc Conference (O C) nenber
countries and the Diet (Japanese Parlianent) Conmittee of Islam which was
established after the Sept 11 attacks on the United States to deal with
i ssues and matters on |slam



Dr Mahathir will also hold a dialogue with participants of the
synmposi um after delivering his keynote address.

The Prime Mnister is then scheduled to | eave for Sendai, north Tokyo,
for a private visit.

He is expected to fly hone fromthe Sendai Airport on Tuesday.
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