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Mahat hi r- Vi si t
DR MAHATHI R TO VI SIT JAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA

KUALA LUMPUR, May 19 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad will nmake a two-day working visit to Japan fromtonorrow before
proceedi ng to South Korea on Wednesday.

He will deliver a keynote address at the Eighth N kkei |nternational
Conference on "China -- A Challenge or an Opportunity for Asean?" in Tokyo.

He is al so schedul ed to neet Japanese Prime M nister Junichiro Koizum,
M ni ster of Finance Masaj uro Shi okawa and M ni ster of Econony, Trade and
| ndustry Takeo Hi ranuna.

Dr Mahathir will also be in Nagasaki for the Ml aysia |International
Shi ppi ng Corporation Bhd's (M SC) ship nami ng cerenony.

The ship will be nanmed Puteri Intan Satu. According to Wsna Putra
officials, this is the first time that M SC, a subsidiary of the national
O | Corporation, Petronas, has bought a specially constructed ship for
conveying liquefied natural gas (LNG .

A Wsma Putra statenent says Dr Mahathir's two-day official visit to
South Korea is at the invitation of President Ki mDae-Jung.

Apart from enhancing bilateral relations between the two countries, the
visit is to build closer rapport and understandi ng bet ween both | eaders.

Dr Mahathir and Ki mexpected to hold a "restricted neeting", to discuss
bilateral, regional and international issues of nutual interest, the
st at ement adds.

This would be foll owed by a del egati on neeting and a signing cerenony
of five menmoranduns of understandi ng.

Dr Mahathir will also speak at a busi ness | uncheon organi sed by four
maj or Kor ean busi ness associ ations and make site visits to Hyundai Mot or
Resear ch and Devel opnment, LG Chemical |Investnent and Satellite Technol ogy
Research Centre Initiative.

He will be acconpani ed by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar,
International Trade and I ndustry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and
Ener gy, Conmuni cations and Multimedia M nister Datuk Amar Leo Mbggi e, Kedah
Menteri Besar Syed Razak Syed Zain, senior government officials and nmedi a
representatives.

This is the third visit by Dr Mahathir to South Korea, the last was in
1990.

Mal aysia is the biggest investor in South Korea anong the 10 Asean
countries and its 11th | argest trade partner.
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