06 NOV 2002
Downer - Mal aysi a
DOMER DEFENDS RAI DS ON MJUSLI M HOUSES

By: Neville d' Cruz

MELBOURNE, Nov 6 (Bernamm) -- Australian Foreign M nister A exander
Downer today defended raids on Muslimhones by security agenci es and
di sm ssed Malaysia's claimthat his country is unsafe for Mislins.

Mal aysi an Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbohamad had said
Australia was particularly unsafe for Muslinms because they were likely to
have their homes rai ded by security agenci es.

He had also criticised Australia and the United States' travel warnings
for South-East Asian nations in the wake of the Bali bombings.

Dr Mahathir said in Canmbodi a, where he attended the 8th Asean Summit
nmeeting, yesterday that Australia and the United States were al so exposed
to terrorism

Downer sai d Mal aysian criticismof Australia was nothing new.

"I"'mnot really going to respond to that except to say this: as you
know t hese rai ds were conducted as a result of Jenmmah | sl ami ah bei ng
proscribed and it was proscribed because it was listed as a terrori st
organi sation by the United Nations," he told the Austral i an Broadcasting
Conmi ssi on (ABC) Radi o.

"And | very much appreciate the fact that Ml aysia co-sponsored the
listing of Jema'ah Islamiah in the UN as a terrorist organisation, and |
acknow edge t he fact that the Mal aysi an Governmrent has taken tough action
agai nst Jenma' ah | sl am ah menbers and i n many cases arrested and det ai ned
menbers of Jema' ah | sl am ah under Mal aysia's Internal Security Act."”

"So all Australiais doing here is making sure that our 19.5 million
peopl e are as safe as they can possi bly can be. And where peopl e are part
of a UNIisted and Australian proscribed terrorist organisation, or if
they' ve got associations with those organisations | think it's appropriate
that we should investigate them" he said.

Downer said that Australia had to put the security of Australians at
the top of the list.

"I mean we can't be goi ng around saying we're going to overl ook
i nformati on we have about possibleterrorist attacks, including agai nst
westerners and therefore Australians, inthe interest of maki ng sure that
nobody t hroughout South-East Asia is upset about our travel warnings," he
sai d.

"We have to put the security of our people first. They expect us to do
so. And i nagi ne the consequences if we were negligent in our duty and j ust
deci ded not to tell people about the dangers,” said Downer.
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