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DR MAHATHI R, A BEACON OF HOPE, SAYS DR PADDY BOW E

KUALA LUMPUR, June 7 (Bernama) -- Minstream America may be prepared to
| ook again at Ml aysia dispelling bizarre notions of sirens wailing and
j ackboot ed thugs on every street corner of the country.

"There are no beggars on those sane streets and the people smle. This
is neither a haven nor a hub for terrorists. It is safer than nost places,"”
said witer and political analyst Datuk Dr Paddy Bowi e, in her article on
the YTLcomunity.com a website run by YTL e-sol utions Bhd, on Monday.

She said this was the nost probable reaction of the Arericans after
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad visited the country and net
Presi dent CGeorge Bush at the Wite House during the tour |ast nonth.

During the visit and the neeting with, not only Bush, but also other
| eaders of the present United States (US) administration, the Prinme
M ni ster was able to clarify the position of Muslins in the world and
di spel the notion that not all Muslins were linked to terrorist novenents.

In the article, she said Dr Mahathir continues to punch above his
wei ght but where before, people may have heard hi mbut were seldomwilling
to listen, now they are nore receptive.

"W intend to give hima voice in the next issue and especially to many
of his nmore significant pronouncenents on the recent trip. It will, if
not hing el se, give us new insight on a man previously much ni sunder st ood
and much mal i gned," she added.

She said the visit would explore Dr Mahathir's newfound identity and
his repositioning as a credi ble Musliml eader.

Dr Bowi e said after years of being derided as an anti-Wstern denmagogue
and pilloried as a hunman rights abuser and for his perceived vitriolic,
sl ogan spouting rhetoric, he is now seen as a valued ally.

"I't has not gone unnoticed that even while the snoke was stil
billow ng out of the devastated Wrld Trade Center, one of the first to
arrive at the Anerican Enbassy in Kuala Lunpur to sign the condol ence book
had been the country's Prinme Mnister," she added.

The change of heart on the part of US was best sunmed up by the
Ameri can Anbassador to Mal aysia, Marie Huhtala, with the perspicacious
words that "Dr Mahathir is part of the solution, not part of the problem"”
said Dr Bowie, who is also a frequent speaker on the conference circuit
notably the Econoni st Conferences and the Pacific R m Forum

On Dr Mahathir's neeting with Bush, she said the Ml aysian Prine
M ni ster was there forenost as an Islanmic | eader and one whomthe nost
powerful man in the world wi shed to consult on how to handl e the war on
terrorism

"A tenporary euphoria the sceptics will claim But for once we have a
positive story on Ml aysia, based on the bedrock fundanental s of our
reality.

"Yes, Dr Mahathir is a forenpost noderate. The | eader of one of the npst
multi racial, multi cultural, multi religious countries and a rol e nodel of
a tol erance-based Musli mregi me nore secular than theocratic and bigoted,"
said Dr Paddy, who graduated from Oxford University and |l eft United Ki ngdom
for Mal aysia 45 years ago

"The puzzle for nost Malaysians is why this recognition is so bel ated.
It was as if Dr Mahathir had suddenly conme out of the religious closet as a
noder ate | eader. Yet he has al ways been such, for all the world to see. It
did not need sone road to Damascus type revelation to know this," she said.



Dr Bowie said if there was any revelation at all, it was the culture
shock for Dr Mahathir's audi ence at the US-Asean Di nner in Washi ngt on when
the firebrand Mal aysi an | eader they had conme to expect turned out to be a
polite, fairly softly spoken gentleman in the Malay tradition of courtesy,
wi se, good humoured and at times hunorous.

Through the main neeting, the nmany sub-neetings, the cl osed-door
sessions with key nenbers of Congress and the Senate, the media interviews,
a serious thene energed.

"He gave no concession to individual terrorists who nust be hunted down
and brought to justice," she added.

Here his American hosts were given a glinpse of the vintage Mahathir
and of the influence of his medical training and instincts on the political
style of this doctor turned politician.

And now the | atest devel opnent is that the Pope has invited Dr Mahathir
to the Vatican.
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