18 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r - Paki st an
DR MAHATHI R | N PAKI STAN FOR TWO- DAY VISIT

By: Azman U ang

| SLAMABAD, Cct 18 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad arrived here Friday for a two-day visit to Pakistan, the world's
second nost popul ous Muslimnation.

The speci al Ml aysi an governnment G obal Express Bonbardier aircraft
carrying Dr Mahathir and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali
after a three-day visit to India touched dowmn at the Islanabad
International Airport at 10.10am am dst tight security.

He was received by Paki stan Fi nance M nister Shaukat Aziz, who is al so
M ni ster-in-attendance, during the visit which came two years after a visit
to Mal aysi a by Pakistan President and Chi ef Executive Gen Pervez Misharraf.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to nmeet Musharraf tonight for discussions on
bilateral and international issues where, according to a senior Pakistan
official, Musharraf is |ooking forward to "benefiting fromDr Mahathir's
experience and know edge"

Paki st an Hi gh Commi ssi oner to Mal aysia Nasi m Rana told Bernama that his
country regarded the Malaysian Prine Mnister not only as a | eader of the
Sout heast Asian region and the Muslimworld but also a world | eader.

Rana said that although there would be no set agenda for the neeting
between the two | eaders, Pakistan was anxi ous to seek ways to address the
bilateral trade inbal ance now hugely in Ml aysia's favour.

"Paki stan wants to explore nore areas where Ml aysia can tap Paki stan
expertise in informati on comruni cation technol ogy (I1CT), defence industry,
agricultural products and halal nmeat, to reduce this inbalance now in
Mal aysi a's favour by nine to one," he said.

Mal aysi a's exports to Pakistan of mainly palmoil average US$450
mllion annually with inports of Pakistani goods at US$50 mllion. Pakistan
is the third largest inporter of Malaysian palmoil.

Shorly after arrival, Dr Mahathir will be briefed on Pakistan's ICT
i ndustry by Sci ence and Technol ogy M nister Dr Atta-ur-Rahman at a neeting
with I CT experts.

He will performFriday prayers at the Faisal Mosque before attending a
di al ogue wi th Paki stani busi nessnen.

The prime minister will witness the signing of two agreenents between
Mal aysi an and Paki stani conpanies -- for the construction of a |liquid cargo
jetty for palmoil between Pel da Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd and Pasi m Port Authority
and a counter-trade pact between Jawal a Corporation and its | ocal partners.

Dr Mahathir will also inaugurate the Liberty power plant, a RML.8
billion gas-powered project built and run by Mal aysi a's Tenaga Nasi ona
Ber had that stands as the biggest Ml aysian i nvestnent in Pakistan.

The Mahat hir-Misharraf neeting is scheduled for 90 m nutes at the
president's office before both | eaders witness the signing of a nmenorandum
of understandi ng between Ml aysia's Mil tinmedi a Devel opnent Cor poration and
Paki st an Sof t ware Export Board on | CT.

The two | eaders will hold a joint news conference tonight before
Musharraf hosts a dinner for the Ml aysi an del egati on whi ch incl udes
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar.

Dr Mahathir will leave for Riyadh early Saturday norning for a visit to
Saudi Arabi a.
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