06/ 11/ 2002
DPM t akes a swi pe at the organi sation of other sports

Rosl i Zakaria

VWHI LE congratulating rally driver Karanjit Singh for making the nation
proud by beconing the world chanpion in the Production Car Wrld Rally,
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi (pic) yesterday
took a swi pe at the organi sation of other sports.

"Karanjit was commtted towards inproving his performance. He did it
quietly and there was no neddling by officers Iike in other sports.

"He was al so committed towards proving that the national car is one of
the worl d's best production car. Proton (Perusahaan O onobil Nasional)
nmust be proud of having both a good car and a good driver," he said.

Abdul | ah said the success of Karanjit and Proton should be enul ated by
sportsnen and officers managi ng ot her sports.

He said that sone officials of other sports associations would usually
bl ame one another for the failures of their charges.

"Qther sports always get into trouble when their athletes fail to
achieve the desired results. Sonmetines it is due to internal politics and
at other times due to indisciplined sportsmen.

"We | ose a | ot because we spend a lot...it is our fault (for spending
too much),"” he said.

He said when a coach and a nmanager are engaged in fights and pursuing
personal agendas, the sportsnen whomthey lead will lose interest in the
sport.

"This is because the officials will concentrate on resolving their
i ndi fferences and not towards inproving performance in the sport,"” he
added.

Karanmjit and co-driver Allen On took their first Wrld Chanpi onship
title with a total of 32 points after claimng a strong third position and
four chanpi onship w nning points on the final leg of the Rally Australia.

The results on Sunday al so nakes the Ml aysian duo the first drivers to
win both the FIA Asia Pacific Rally Chanpionship as well as the FIA
Production Car Wrld Rally in the sane year

Karamjit, who arrived in Kuala Lunpur last night fromAustralia, said
the FI A Production Car World Rally Chanpionship victory was an unexpected
one.

"It is good to have won two FlI A chanpi onships in one year. The world
chanpi onshi p victory however, was totally unexpected since this is our
first year in conpetition and it was supposed to be a | earning year,' said
Karamjit.

Pert team nmanager Datuk Abdul Razak Dawood said it was a relief that
the teamhad fulfilled a mandate given by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad when the team began conpeting on the world stage this
year.
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