07 JUL 2002
Abdul | ah- DPM
DPM W LL BE DECI DED AFTER BY- ELECTI ONS, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUANTAN, July 7 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said
today the decision on who will be the deputy prime mnister after he
becones the prine mnister will be nade after the Pendang parliamentary and
Anak Bukit state by-elections on July 18.

The deputy prime mnister said he woul d di scuss with Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and the three Umo vi ce-presidents on the
matter.

He said this to reporters after neeting the Pahang Umo Li ai son
Committee, here. Present were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob, who is
al so State Umo Liaison Conmittee chairman and party vice-president Datuk
Seri Najib Tun Razak.

"I told them!| will start naking decisions fromnow as required by
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, but | need some tine, especially now when
Umo has a duty to performin Pendang and Anak Bukit," he said.

Abdul | ah, who declined to answer further questions on the matter, said
full attention nust be focused on the by-elections.

"The concentration nust be given there and only after that, 1'll decide
on a suitable tine.

"Certainly, I'll alsotalk to Dr Mahathir. |'ve discussed with him
earlier and I'll talk to himagain. |I'll also nmeet the three

vi ce- presi dents.

"This is the usual practice and this was al so what Dr Mahat hir di d when
he wanted to appoint nme as his deputy.

"He call ed everybody to talk to themon the matter," he said.

The three vice-presidents are Najib, Tan Sri Muhamad Muhanmad Tai b and
Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassi n.

Dr Mahat hir had announced that Abdul | ah woul d succeed hi mafter he
retired in October next year.
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