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Mahat hir-Australia
DR MAHATH R SLAMS AUSTRALI A FOR SUPPORTI NG U. S. WAR EFFORT

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, Nov 24 (Bernama) -- Malaysian Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has said Australia "has gone too far" in identifying
itself with the United States' ains and tactics in the war on terror.

In an intervieww th Geg Sheridan, foreign editor of "The Australian
newspaper, Dr Mahathir said,"Australia has to choose whether it's an Asian
country or a Western country."

"If you (Australia) take the position of being a sheriff, or deputy
sheriff, to America, you cannot very well be accepted by the countries of
this region."

"Australia is nore belligerent than nany European countries. You have
never criticised any of the acts of the Anericans. Even to the point where
the Anericans want to go off on their own and attack Iraq. Australia seens
to be with the Americans."

Asked by Sheridan whet her this woul d cause | ong-term damage for
Australia, Dr Mahathir said: "You will never be accepted. You will always
be regarded as an outsider."

Dr Mahathir was equally tough on the US

"I don't think the USis winning (the war on terror). | don't think so
because this is the kind of war that can | ast for ages."

The Prime M nister thinks the US has gone backwards politically in the
past 14 nonths.

"I would say the situation is worse than it was i mediately after the
bonbi ngs on Septenber 11. The day after the bonbi ngs, the whole world,
including the Muslimworld united to fight terrorism"

Dr Mahathir said the US had alienated nmuch Muslim opinion and Muslinms
feel "it's not a canpaign against terrorists, but against Muslins."

He said the US should not only address terrorismas a security problem
but al so address its root causes.

“It's not Islamat all," he said.

"The Pal estinian issue is basic, but of course the decision of the US
to keep its troops in Saudi Arabia after the Gulf War was the direct cause
of Osama bin Laden's actions.”

Dr Mahathir said the US nust act to settle the Pal estinian-Israel
di sput e.

"The Pal estinian issue is the major cause of all this. The Pal estini ans
lost their land. Their |and was given to the Jews to create Israel and they
were forced fromtheir own houses, expelled fromtheir |and and forced to
becone refugees.”
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