30/ 01/ 2002
Dr Mahathir on how Mal ays can truly progress

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad sai d today the Mal ay
Muslim comunity will progress if it adheres to the fundanentals of |slam
whi ch are sinple.

Unfortunately, certain quarters are nmaking it difficult by inposing
various conditions before a Muslimcould be regarded as true Miuslim

For exanple, the Prine Mnister said many religious obligations had been
deenmed conpul sory by them so nmuch so that they hindered the quest for
know edge and skills as well as obstructed other tasks for the betternent
and wel | -bei ng of Muslins.

"On the contrary, open-m ndedness will allow Malay Miuslins to accept
Islamas a religion which takes into account the constantly changi ng
situation. This way Muslinms will never be backward," he said when opening
a conference thenmed |Issues and Process of M nd-Cpening of the Ml ay
Musl i ns.

The t hree-day conference was organi sed by the Dewan Bahasa dan Pust aka.

He said the sane could be said about jihad, adding that the enphasis was
al ways on war whereas Miuslins were actually asked to equip thenselves with
weapons that could deter their enem es.

"There is no use going to war if Muslins were to | ose because of |ack of
preparati on or equi pnent.

"Those carrying the real jihad are the ones who fund, invent and
manuf act ure weapons whi ch woul d make Muslins stronger and nore
sophi sticated than the enemes of Islam”

Dr Mahathir said the conmunity was influenced by the teachi ngs of
certain quarters, thus could not think and assess what was happeni ng
around t hem

"Thi ngs have changed and it is inpossible to re-create the world of
1,400 years ago. If we think that we will only beconme true Mislinms by
goi ng back 1,400 years, it neans we believe that Islamis suitable for
that period only."

Dr Mahathir said those with an open mind, an attribute that should be
possessed by all ©Malay Mislins, would appreciate those studying science
and technol ogy.

It is only by mastering this field that nodern weapons which coul d save
the Muslins could be invented and manufactured.

He said the Malay Miuslins had opened up their mnds, but nostly to not
so constructive things.

"An open m nd nust be receptive to what is obvious and the truth. The
Mal ay Muslins are | agging and | acking capabilities in what is obvious and
the truth.

"They have to depend on other races to develop and enrich their own
country,"” he said.

In the international stage, he said, it was obvious that the commnity
could not provide assistance to those oppressed and victim sed, especially
Musl i ns.

The Prime M nister said open-m ndedness should |l ead the Malay Miuslins to
identify and acknow edge their shortcom ngs and the changes that should be
made.

"The Malay Muslins shoul d possess the ability to differentiate between
t he good and bad. They should not be enbarrassed to admt their
weaknesseses or be too proud.



"After identifying these weaknesses, they shoul d adopt and practi se good
val ues found in others even though they are not really at ease with that
conmunity or race."

Dr Mahathir said one weakness of the Malays was the tendency to opt for
an easy way out.

H story, he said, had shown how the Mal ay Rul ers had gi ven Chi nese
mer chants nonopoly on tax and sale of opium after being prom sed high
returns, and the British the adm nistration of the States after being
prom sed pensions and ot her wealth.

"In return, the British were given the powers to run the States. True
l[ife inproved but they had to give up their States."

Later at a dialogue, Dr Mahathir was asked to el aborate why it was
i mportant for Muslinms to master all fields of know edge.

VWil e sone would master the religion to becone ulama, he said, there
woul d be others who would not be able to do so. Instead, they master other
fields which are no |l ess inportant.

"At present, our problemis that when at war, we are forced to buy
weapons from our enemies. WIIl our enemes sell us the best weapon? Surely
not. If we only know how to pray for victory w thout making any effort, it
will also bring no good.™

Citing the collapse of the Taliban regime in Afghani stan as an exanpl e,
Dr Mahathir said spirit and religi ous know edge al one are not sufficient
for protection.

"To defend Muslins, we have to master all fields. So do not |abel those
who do not master the religion as un-1slamc because they have al so pl ayed
arole as required by Islam™

To a question on unity, Dr Mahathir said it could be achieved if Mislins
were prepared to put aside their differences and concentrate on the nore
crucial task at hand, which is to protect and defend the religion and its
fol |l owers.

"W have to pool our strength and resources. Unfortunately, while the
religion and Muslins are under threat we are nore concerned with trivia
matters such as who is nore Islamc anbng us."

On the need to review the education system as many parents preferred
their children to study the religion, Dr Mahathir said it could be
reviewed but it would bring no benefit if the perception towards education
was not changed.

"The sane subjects are being taught here and in devel oped countries but
why are we lagging in mastering know edge? It is because sone think that
there is no need to study other than religion."
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