14 APR 2002
Mahat hir - Put eri
DR MAHATHI R PLACES H GH HOPES ON PUTERI UMNO

BANG , April 14 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said he
pl aced hi gh hopes on Puteri Umo Mal aysia in ensuring victory for Barisan
Nasi onal in the next election including efforts to recapture Kel antan and
Ter engganu.

The Prime Mnister said it was clear that Puteri Umo was capabl e of
Wooi Nng many voters.

"Puteri's role is significant and | hope Puteri will strive as it had
done in Ketari (by-election) recently and also in other areas," he said in
a question and answer session when closing a wonen's course organi sed by
Puteri Umo, here today.

He said they should not fear the opposition parties and instead draw up
strategies to take the offensive because "attack is the best form of
def ence".

Dr Mahat hir said various slanders had been hurled at himbut a
politician nmust have "thick skin" in facing the onslaught fromthe
opposi tion.

Respondi ng to a question, he said continuous efforts nust be nmade to
rid Umo of negative el ements.

Dr Mahathir said he regretted that there were people who joined the
party in the hope of getting certain rewards w t hout chanpi oning the actua
cause of the party to uplift the dignity of the Ml ays.

"I am sad when there are people who say 'l don't get anything at al
al though I've been in Umo fdor 20 years'," he said.

To anot her question on the exploitation of the word "Islant, Dr
Mahat hir sai d the governnent woul d continue to explain to the people that
PAS, which uses the word in its name, was not a truly Islanic party.

"However, many people have realised that PAS is not |slamand that
Islamis not PAS, " he said.

On the anti-government sentiments anong sonme students despite getting
educational opportunities and scholarship fromthe governnent, Dr Mhathir
said the governnent certainly did not Iike the attitude of these students
who "bit the hand that feeds thent.

He said the governnent gave nmuch enphasis on education as shown in the
percentage of annual allocation for education which reached 20 per cent.

"Yet there are students who condemn the governnent. Wen the hand of
the one who gives help is bitten, certainly we don't approve of such
behavi our," he said.

Respondi ng to another question, Dr Mahathir said he was confident
Mal aysi a woul d achi eve the devel oped nation status by the year 2020 but at
the sane tine feared about the capability of the Malays to energe as a
devel oped race.

However, the Prime M nister said that by possessing the right val ues
and culture, the Mal ays could al so achi eve the desired devel opnent.
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