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DR M ARRI VES | N YANGON FOR TWO- DAY VISI T

By: Rohana Mustaffa

YANGON, Aug 18 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad arrived here today to begin a two-day working visit to Myannar.

He was greeted on arrival at the Yangon International Airport by
Chai rman of the State Peace and Devel opment Council Seni or General Than
Shwe, Vi ce-Chairman of the council Gen Maung Aye, the council's
Secretary-Ceneral (1), Lt-Gen Khin Nyut, Ml aysian Foreign M nister Datuk
Seri Syed Hani d Al bar and Mal aysi an Anbassador to Myanmar Dat uk Cheah Sam
Ki p.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, is
| eadi ng a 300- nenber del egati on nmade up of mnisters, including
International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and
Ener gy, Communi cations and Mul ti medi a M ni ster Dat uk Leo Mbggi e, seni or
governnment of ficials and a host of busi nessmen headed by Ml aysi an
I ndustry- Gover nnent Group of H gh Technol ogy (M GHT) Joi nt Chai rman Tan Sri
Dr Ahmad Zaharudin |drus.

Dr Mahathir's visit today, the fourth since 1988 and about 10 days
after he nmet up with two Asean heads of government in Bali, was to
reci procate the one nade by Than Shwe i n Septenber | ast year.

Upon arrival Dr Mahathir was invited to try out Myannar's e-passport
systemand i nspected its cl earance counter. The e-passport, simlar to the
one used by Ml aysi a, besi des bearing t he owner's phot ograph and data, has
a special added feature -- the passsport holder's thunb print.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah then headed for Sein-Le-Kantha State
House, his official residence during his visit.

He is scheduled to have a restricted neeting with Than Shwe at
Parlianment House later in the day and attend a di nner at the Parlianent
banquet hall where a cultural performance will be staged to entertain the
guest of honour.

Dr Mahathir's tight schedul e tonorrow i ncludes a keynote address at the
Mal aysi a- Myanmar Technol ogy conference jointly organi sed by M GHT and t he
St at e Peace and Devel opnent Council in collaboration w th the Ml aysi an
Ext ernal Trade Devel opnment Corporation (Matrade) and Sul tan | skandar
Institute (18Sl).

He will also w tness the signing cerenpony of two nenoranduns of
under st andi ng (MoUs), the offshore oil exploration contract agreenent
bet ween Mal aysi a' s nati onal oil conpany, Petronas, and Myanmar's M nistry
of Energy and Yangon Strat egi c Devel opnent and Acti on Pl an bet ween Yangon
City Devel opnent Conmmittee and M GHT/ | SI .

An international tel ecomunication services agreenent between Maxis
I nternational Sdn Bhd and Myannar Post and Tel ecommuni cati on woul d al so be
si gned.

Dr Mahathir is also schedul ed to neet nenbers of the Ml aysi an
Associ ation of Myanmar (MAM, will tour the Myanmar | nfornmation and
Communi cati on Technol ogy Park, wi tness t he handi ng over of Smart School
Laboratory project and wap up his programe by visiting a hospital that
speci al i sed on treatment using traditional nedicine.
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