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Austral i a- Mahat hir
DR M BARKS UP WRONG TREE, SAYS EDI TORI AL

MELBOURNE, Nov 26 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s cl ai mthat Australiais too closetothe United States is a
furphy, according to "The Australian" newspaper editorial today.

Under the headi ng "Mahathir barks up wong tree, agai n", the Rupert
Mur doch- owned national daily said Dr Mahathir's comment was al so "a cyni cal
means for Dr Mahathir to exploit donestic Muslimfears about US power, and
conti nue his divisive canpaign to keep Asia “Asian' and Australia out of
regi onal foruns such as Asean".

The editorial said there was "no doubt Dr Mahathir wanted to shore up
support for his autocratic adm nistration".

"However, it is disappointing for sonmeone who has co-operated with
i nvestigating Muslimextrenists on his own soil toisolate Australia from
the rest of Southeast Asia over our alliance with the US.

"Dr Mahathir's clai mthat our upgraded travel warnings are unfair is

al so preposterous. Australians diedin Bali, so did many Asians, nmainly
Bal i nese. Al peoples in our region are threatened by terrorism
"This chilling reality has not deterred sone of Asia's political elites

fromexploiting the bad press Australia is getting in parts of Southeast
Asi a over incidents such as the ASI O (Australian Security Intelligence
Organi sation) raids on peopl e suspected of having |inks with Jemaah

I sl anmi ah. "

The newspaper said Dr Mahathir's "brash remarks", President Megawat i
Sukar noputri's "conspi cuous silence" when it came to hosi ng down
anti-Australian sentinents and the conspiracy theories peddl ed by noder at e
I slamic | eaders all underline the need for cl oser engagenent with the
region.
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