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PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Malaysia will consider it "an act of aggression” if
Australia or any other nation intrudes into this country to fight
purported terrorism Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
t oni ght .

"I would like to rem nd everyone concerned that this is a sovereign and
i ndependent nation and no one can try to inplenent his laws w thin our
bor ders.

"If anyone tries to carry out his laws within our borders, then we wll
consi der that an act aggression and we will take action under our |aws,"
Dr Mahathir told reporters at a breaking of fast at Seri Perdana

Dr Mahathir had been asked to comment on a statenent by Australian Prine
M ni ster John Howard that Australia wanted to take action agai nst
terrorists in neighbouring countries if they planned attacks on his
country.

Howard said the United Nations Charter should be anmended to all ow pre-
enptive strikes against terrorists in other countries.

In a strong response, Dr Mahathir said Howard's remarks were not only
di sappoi nting but al so arrogant.

"There are many countries in East Asia, all of which are Asian
countries. This country (Australia) stands out |like a sore thunb trying to
i npose its European val ues on Asia.

"It isas if this is still the good old days when peopl e can shoot
Abori gi nes without caring about human rights, etc.

"These are the people who tal k about human rights. Actually, for them
anyt hi ng goes, including assassination. And what they are saying is that
they have the right to assassinate people in other countries.

"We are against this because we are a free nation. W will not allow any
foreign country to inpose or enforce its laws within our territory."

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia would consider it an act of aggression if
anyone fired a rocket or used unmanned aircraft to assassi nate anyone in
Mal aysi a.

"W will consider that a crinme and will take action against the nation
whi ch carries out such acts.”

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia woul d never allow any country to inpose or
enforce its laws here. This, he said, was not the right way of countering
terrorismand to fight terrorists.

"If anybody has any information about activities in Ml aysia which may
af fect or cause harmto other countries, then it is the duty of those
peopl e to informus.

"W will take action according to our |aws, provided, of course, there
is basis for such accusations."

In Canberra, Howard faced a stormof protest frompolitical opponents,
and drew condemati on by Sout heast Asian nations which warned agai nst the
use of mlitary action in another country.

Senator Andrew Bartlett, who | eads the Australian Denocrats Party, said
"Howard's short-termpopulism | think, is putting Australians nore at
risk."

The opposition Labor Party's foreign affairs spokesman, Kevin Rudd, said
Howard was trying to a find legal justification to support a possible
United States attack on Irag.

"But | really question the wisdomof the Prime Mnister using this



| anguage, in ternms of howit is read in terms of our neighbours and
friends in the region,” Rudd said.

He added that Howard was using | anguage desi gned to nake hi m | ook
"hairy-chested"” to his donestic audience. "As it is being read, it is seen
as Australia under John Howard is contenplating a possibility of an attack
on our nei ghbours in Southeast Asia," he said.

"The Prime Mnister only ever wants to tal k war,"’
Crean said.

Green Senator Bob Brown urged a retraction, saying: "This is a major
gaffe by a Prine M nister caught out by jingoism™

Howard i s one of Washington's staunchest supporters and was quick to
contribute troops, ships and planes to the US-led coalition in
Af ghani stan. He said last nonth he was drafting mlitary contingency pl ans
for a possible war in Iraq.

The Philippines dism ssed as "arrogant™ and "bi zarre" Howard's
suggestions, with its National Security Adviser Roilo Gol ez saying he
woul d recomend Manila re-evaluate a proposed anti-terrori sm agreenent.

"You know this (Howard's statenent) to me is quite arrogant and because
of this, I have recommended that we review and go slow on the proposed
anti-terror pact with Australia because they mght use this for their pre-
enptive stri ke agenda.

"I can't believe it cones froma supposedly friendly country in the
nei ghbour hood. You are tal king about a region with very strong governnent,
the Asean region. This is the 21st century, not the 19th century,"” he
sai d.

Foreign Secretary Blas Ople said yesterday that a bilateral mnisterial
nmeeti ng had been schedul ed for January to discuss the anti-terror
proposal , which would boost intelligence sharing.

Presidential spokesman Rigoberto Tiglao said Manila woul d al so seek
clarification of Howard' s statenment, which cane after Australia and Canada
closed their enbassies in Manila [ ast week in response to "specific"
terrorist threats.

"I"'mafraid we cannot agree to that proposal. It violates sovereignty.

If it would involve us, then we would protest that very strongly.

"Any nmovenent of any conbat troops in a sovereign country will have to
be done with the agreenent of that country. That's a basic principle of
the United Nations," he said, adding Manila remains "very di sappoi nted"
about the enbassy cl osures.

A spokesnman for Indonesia's Foreign Mnistry said Australia did not have
the right to launch mlitary strikes in other countries and warned that
countries could not "flout international law and nornms willy-nilly".

The Thai Government said no country should do anything |ike Howard
suggested. Each country had its own sovereignty that nust be protected, a
gover nment spokesnman told the radio.

Yest erday, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Razak said Ml aysi a
strongly opposed any nove by Australia or other foreign powers to conduct
mlitary action on its soil.

He said Mal aysia's defences are good enough to contain any terror
threat. "We are a sovereign country and there is no way we will allow them
to violate that."
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