21 NOV 2002
Mahathir-Hills
DR M CALLS FOR THOROUGH STUDY ON HI LLSI DE DEVELOPMENT AREAS

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 21 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oni ght
said a proper study will have to be conducted on hill side devel opnent areas
to gauge their level of safety in the wake of the |l andslip yesterday which
flattened a bungal ow at the foot of a hill in Anpang, killing eight people.

The Prinme M nister said the governnent would | ook into the matter
seriously.

"We have to study storoughly the topography, soil and all that. In
ot her areas too, not only at that place, wherever there are devel opnents
near hills or ontop of the hills, or on the hillslopes, we have to have
proper study to find out whether it is safe or not," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Finance Mnister, toldthis to reporters after
breaking fast with Finance M nistry officials here.

The pre-dawn | andslip destroyed a bungal ow, buryi ng 13 people alive.

Fi ve peopl e i ncl udi ng houseowner Jen (Rtd) Tan Sri Isnail Omar survived
when they were rescued by a search party.

The Prime M nister described the tragedy as "unfortunate" and sonet hi ng
t hat was unexpect ed.

When pointed out that a | ot of people were saying that it shouldn't
have happened, Dr Mahathir said: "I know. But who can predict where it is
goi ng to happen."

Citing the exanpl e of the 1993 tragedy at the Hi ghl and Towers | ocat ed
not far fromthe Taman Hillviewl andslip yesterday, he said the residents
of the remaining two towers were evacuated foll owing the coll apse of the
third.

"W have evacuated (the residents) but it (the Iandslip) did not occur
there, it occurred el sewhere. How are we to know, " he said.
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