21 OCT 2002

DR M CAN CONTRI BUTE EVEN | N RETI REMENT, SAYS N K AZI Z

KOTA BAHARU, Cct 21 (Bernama) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul
Aziz Ni k Mat has wel comed Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's willingness to
continue speaking up for the Muslimworld even after he retires next year.

Ni k Aziz said the prinme mnister had the | eadership qualities and
character to help I'slamc countries.

"Sel domdo we see a | eader of a small country like Malaysiawilling to
stand up to big powers, |ike what Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir is doing," he told
reporters here today.

Ni k Azi z, who is al so PAS spiritual |eader, said this when asked to
conmment on Dr Mahathir's statement in Jeddah that he is prepared to
continue to play a role to create understandi ng and ease tensi on between
the Muslimworld and the West after he retires.

Ni k Azi z said he al so shared Dr Mahathir's viewthat oil-rich Saudi
Arabia is in a position to become a world power to protect the well-being
of the ummah and the religion.
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