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Naj i b- Paki st an
DR M CAN MEDI ATE | N | NDI A- PAKI STAN CRI SI'S, SAYS NAJIB

PEKAN, June 13 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia has received high recognition with
the request for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to nediate in
the I ndi a- Paki stan conflict, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
sai d today.

The request was made by Paki stan President's Special Envoy Naj nuddi n A
Shai kh in his nmeeting with Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi yest erday.

Naj muddi n had said that Dr Mahathir coul d use his good offices to talk
to the Indian Governnment to abate the strain in the India-Pakistan ties.

Najib said Dr Mahathir, as a credible, firmand just | eader, had been
recogni sed by the world and seen as a possible nediator to the conflict
i nvol ving the two nucl ear powers in South Asia.

"The suggesti on nade by Naj nuddin was in respect for Dr Mahathir as a
credi bl e | eader, whether Dr Mahathir will accept, that's anot her questi on,
but given the close ties between hi mand the | eaders of India and Paki st an,
he can becone a nediator to resolve the strained ties," he told  reporters
after openi ng the Communi ty Devel opment Departnent (Kemas)-run ki ndergarten
in Peranmu Jaya 1 here.

"This is a high recognition for our Prinme Mnister as Dr Mahathir is
internationally renowned as a credible, firmand just | eader. As such, he
and his | eadershi p are val ued not only in Pakistan and in I ndia but in many
places in the world," he said.

Nevert hel ess, Najib expressed di sappoi ntnent that at a time when Dr
Mahat hi r' s | eader shi p was gai ni ng worl dwi de recognition, there were certain
gquarters in the country who poi soned the ni nds of pre-schoolers and instil
hat red agai nst gover nnment | eaders.

He said their political agenda was to i nfluence children that the
governnent | eaders were cruel to the Muslins and these children woul d grow
up to oppose everything done by the governnent.

"When they grow ol der, they will tend to think that whatever is done by
t he government al beit good will be viewed as sonet hi ng bad," he said.

On investigations intoirregularities inthe Perwaja steel mll, Najib
said a concerted effort by the Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) to probe into
t he case showed that the governnment had no intention to cover-up as was
al | eged by certain quarters.

"The government has no intention to close the Perwaja case, if there
are groups whi ch accuse the governnment of doing so, they are wong, it's
proven now their clainms are not true at all.

"During Dr Mahathir's visit to Switzerland on Monday, he brought al ong
three ACAofficers and the Prine Mnister was given a firmconmm t ment by
t he Swi ss Confederati on Presi dent Kasper Villiger (to hel p Mal aysi a gain
access to information on ill-gotten funds deposited in Swi ss banks).

"Thi s shows getting the evidence in the Perwaj a case has been the nain
obstacle. Thisis thereasonwhy it's sodifficult to take action on the
culprits unless we have cl ear proof," he added.
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