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Mahat hi r - Ger many
DR M DI SAPPO NTED OVER GERMANY' S HI GHEST CAUTI ON ALERT ON M SI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 25 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad t oday
expressed di sappoi nt nent over Gernmany's deci sion to put Mal aysia on the
"hi ghest caution alert” for its citizens travelling here.

The Prime Mnister said he would |ike to knowthe evidence that |led the
German authorities to reach such a deci sion

He advi sed forei gn governments havi ng i nformati on on possi bl e security
threats in this country to convey such information to the Ml aysi an
authorities.

"It istheir duty toinformus if they know of threats in Ml aysia
whi ch we are not aware of," he told reporters after chairing the Umo
Supreme Council meeting here.

Dr Mahat hir was comrenting on Germany's safety reference posted onits
Foreign Affairs Mnistry website on Wednesday warning its citizens to
i ncrease caution and exercise restraint when going to |l arge public
gat herings here.

"Before the background of the recent terrorist attacks in the region
(inBali and the Philippines), anincreased threat exists also in Ml aysia.
Wth regards to journeys to Mal aysia, at present, highest cautionis
required," the website said.

Asked on the inpact such an advisory could have on the country, Dr
Mahathir saidit could frighten visitors and investors fromcom ng here and
coul d eventual | y danpen t he econony.

"I't can amount to econonic sabotage if it is not true," he said.

Asked what coul d be done by Ml aysia to address the matter, he said:
"W can protest."”

Asked on the tendency of the West including its media nowto paint the
regi on as not a safe place to go followi ng the deadly Cct 12 bonb bl asts in
Bali, Dr Mahathir, alluding to the sniper shooting incidents in Washi ngton,
sai d no one was safe anywhere, even in the capital city of a western
country.

Turning to the Ml aysi a- Si ngapore water pricing dispute, the Prine
M ni ster said Mal aysi a woul d study fromthe | egal aspects regarding further
measures that could be taken to settle the probl em

"Every day we are | osing noney," he said of the sale of rawwater to
Si ngapor e.

He was asked to conment on Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment
Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatims statenent yesterday that Ml aysia coul d draw up
its own water supply act to supersede the water supply agreenents with
Si ngapore i f negotiations with Singapore reached a deadl ock.

To a question, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had the right to i ncrease or
reduce the price of resources it sold to Singapore.

"W have given an undertaking to supply water to them but not for
commerci al use," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked whether in carrying out that undert aki ng,
Mal aysi a had an option to refuse to sell water to the island republic.

"We have never sai d anyt hi ng about refusing, not in the agreenent," he
sai d.

Asked whet her t he governnment woul d all ow controversial Sri Lankan
researcher Dr Rohan Gunaratna into the country to give a talk at a function
organi sed by the Institute of Strategic and I nternational Studi es here next
nmont h, the prime mnister said this would be the case.



"We have not hi ng agai nst him W have studi ed his book; he did not say
what we all eged that he said," he said.

A United Nations Security Council report has included a chart |inking
the ruling Barisan Nasional to the al-Qaeda terrorist group, reportedly
based on information in Gunaratna' s book "I nside Al Qaeda: d obal Network
of Terror".

Thi s had caused a furore anong BN | eaders.
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