20 JUN 2002
Umo- Reacti on (Leaders)
DR M EXPCSES MALAYS TO Bl GGER CHALLENGES AHEAD, SAYS NAJI B

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad wants to expose the Mal ays to the el enments of keen
conmpetition to spur themto achi eve bi gger successes in future, Umo
vi ce-president Datuk Seri Najib Tunl Razak sai d.

He, however, said the Mal ays need not worry as the strategy to expose
themto the conpetition would not be to the extent of jeopardising their
rights and interests.

"The tine has come for the Mal ays to be exposed to the conpetition to
prepare themfor the chall enges in the current globalisation era, he said
when comenting on the presidential address at the 56th Umo CGeneral
Assenbly at the Putra Wirld Trade Centre (PWC) here today.

Dr Mahathir, in his policy speech, reninded the Mal ays that political
power woul d not guarantee their safety and they should i nprove their
conpetitive edge in all fields.

"The nessage wi shed to be conveyed by the president is that Umo is an
organi sation that can bring changes to the Malays and their cultures
towar ds achi evi ng greater success," he said.

Umo Youth chi ef Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussei n descri bed Dr Mahathir's
views as realistic and nust be accepted.

He, however, said efforts to bring about changes anong the Mal ays to
face the chal |l enges nust be carried out with firmess.

"This is because the scope of Umo's struggl es was wi der and not
confined to the race, religion and country al one," he sai d.

Wanita Umo chi ef Datuk Seri Rafi dah Aziz said al though Dr Mahat hir
said that he had failed to bring success to the Mal ays, the prinme m nister
had actually done a lot for the Ml ays.

"We deny he has failed. He has succeeded, it's only we do not want his
successes to be negated by the Mal ays who do not val ue what we have
achi eved, " he said.

Raf i dah said Dr Mahat hir need not apol ogi se for feeling that he had
failed to achi eve the objective of naking the Mal ays a successful race as
what he said about the Mal ays' weaknesses was the truth.

Anot her vice-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin said t he Mal ays had
succeeded to a certain extend but they should step up efforts to progress
further to enable themto face chall enges of the borderless world including
changi ng their m ndset.
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