02 NOV 2002

DR M FI RM ABQUT RESI GNI NG AND NOT CONTESTI NG ELECTI ON

PENANG, Nov 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
reiterated that heis firmin his decisionto resign as the Prine Mnister
next year and al so not to contest the next general election.

Dr Mahat hir said since he had made up his mnd and announced hi s
deci si on, he woul d not change his stand.

"l cannot waver. Once | have nade a decision, | will see it through,”
he told reporters after opening the Penang Bari san Nasi onal (BN) Convention
at the Balik Pulau Sports Conpl ex here.

He said this when asked to comment on a recent resol ution adopted by
the Pasir Mas Umo Division in Kelantan rejecting his intention not to
contest the next polls and urging himto defend his Kubang Pasu
parlianentary seat.

Dr Mahathir said if he were to change his decision and giveinto calls
to stay on, he would be | abell ed as pl aying politics.

"l have decided to resign and therefore | will not contest," he said.
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