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DR M HAPPY W TH DEVELOPMENT OF PAYA | NDAH WETLANDS

DENCKI L, Cct 13 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has expressed satisfactionwith the | evel of devel opment at the
Paya | ndah Wetl ands recreational area.

He said things had i nproved a | ot since devel opment started
one- and-a-hal f years ago.

"Well, it's much better nowthan when we started. Previously there were
no trees, hot...only bushes. But nowthey' ve planted a lot of trees; it's
much neater, the water bodi es are | ooking fine," he said.

He told a news conference this after handi ng over an E-Tram from Tenaga
Nasi onal Bhd (TNB) to the park managenent here today.

Al so present were Science, Technol ogy and Environnment M ni ster Datuk
Seri Law H eng Di ng, TNB chai rnman Datuk Dr Janmal uddi n Jarjis and Paya | ndah
Wet | ands chi ef operation officer Miural ee Menon.

E- Tram produced based on TNB research, is a Zero Eni ssion Vehicle
(ZEV) which is environnent-friendly.

The E-Tram which can carry 30 people, will be used to ferry visitors
around the park to viewits beauty.

Dr Mahathir al so wi tnessed the handi ng over of a pair of Manchuri an
cranes which is a gift fromthe Chinese governnent to Ml aysi a.

Chi nese Anbassador to Mal aysia Hu Zheng Yue handed over the red-crowned
cranes to Law.

Asked whet her t he governnment intended to further devel op the sanctuary,
Dr Mahathir said there were many proposals on its devel opnment.

"There are all kinds of proposals, but the private sector too needs to
hel p finance it (devel opnment)," he said.

Asked on the proposal to nove Zoo Negara in Hulu Kl ang to the Paya
I ndah Wetl ands, Dr Mahathir said the government had not nade a fi nal
decision on the matter.

"W would Iike to have the zoo here. There is enough land and it is
quite suitable. The cost is very high which (is why) we can't afford to
have two zoos," he said.

The Paya | ndah Wetl ands sanctuary is a 3, 100ha forner tin-mning area
whi ch has been devel oped into an eco-tourismcentre with mnimal
infrastructure in order to preserve its eco-system bal ance.

It now has 210 species of birds, 35 species of mammal s, 19 species of
fish and nore than 220 speci es of water plants.
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