30/ 07/ 2002

Dr Min a dilema over changes to privil eges

KUALA LUWPUR, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad has his
own dil emma: whether to make changes to Malay privileges before he retires
in October next year.

"Well, that is ny dilemma. Sixteen nonths is not a long tinme. If we do
thi ngs w t hout thinking of the consequences, it will be retrogressive."

He said this in reply to a question on whether he woul d make dramatic
changes before he retires. Dr Mahathir was fielding questions at the
Harvard C ub of Mal aysia dinner after delivering a speech on "The New
Mal ay Di | enma”.

"My idea is to make Mal ays conscious of this (dependency on affirmative

action policies). | say these things very frequently and a | ot of people
are annoyed with ne," the Prime Mnister said.
"If I go too far, I will be rejected and succeed in doing nothing."

He said the Mal ays shoul d discuss this issue anong thenselves as it was
sensitive in a multi-racial society.

"There are many Mal ays who are conscious of this, let themdo a
correction.”
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