28/ 07/ 2002

Dr Ml aunches Asia's largest hote

GENTI NG H GHLANDS, Sat. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
yesterday | aunched Asia's |largest hotel, the First Wrld Hotel, describing
it as a forward-1ooking project.

He said the Genting Goup's project, which would be the biggest hotel in
Asia with 6,300 roons when its second phase is conpleted, would contribute
to the tourismindutry.

"This is a forward-1ooking project. Malaysia wants its tourismindustry
to grow and projects |like these contribute to growmh," he said.

Dr Mahathir and his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali had earlier
arrived at the rai nbow col oured hotel before they were led to the First
Worl d Plaza, a thene park adjoining the hotel, for the opening cerenony.

He signed an electronic plaque to mark the |aunch of the hotel and
pl aza.

Genting Group chairman Tan Sri Lim Goh Tong said the hilltop resort and
entertai nnent centre had attracted 14 million visitors |ast year
i ncl udi ng day-tri ppers.

This was an increase from13.4 mllion visitors the previous year, he
said in his speech read by group managi ng director Tan Sri Li m Kok Thay.

Foreign visitors, especially from China, India and the M ddl e East, had
i ncreased significantly, he added.

The First World Hotel and Plaza are together called the First Wrld
Conpl ex, which cost RML.2 billion. The hotel also houses the Genting
I nternational Convention Centre, which can seat 6,000 people, and has the
| argest pillarless ballroomin Ml aysia.

The hotel opened in Decenber 2000 with 1,000 roons. Wen its second
phase is conpleted, it will have 6,300 roonmns.

Construction of phase two has not started, but Resorts World Bhd
executive vice-president Lee Choong Yan had earlier said the group hoped
to conplete the second phase in 2005.

The hotel al so boasts the |ongest reception desk with 32 check-in
counters, a rainforest-|lobby entrance and the country's | argest cafe,
Tropi cal Cafe, which can seat 1,338 people.

Dr Mahathir toured the plaza, a shopping-cumthene park with 48 retai
and 52 food and beverage out-lets, and two ci nepl exes.

The pl aza al so houses replicas of fanmous world | andmarks, such as the
Chanps El ysees, Eiffel Tower, Tinmes Square and Petronas Twi n Towers.

It boasts attractions such as the Snow House, Ripley's Believe It O Not
museum and the Genting Sky-venture, a free-fall skydiving simulator
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